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THE WHITE HOUSE

WADHINGTON

May 8, 1973

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM:

SUBJECT:

DAVID GERGEN ?3/

Speaking Materials for Campaign Dinner

Attached please find the following materials prepared by John Andrews
and others for your appearance Wednesday night at the New American

Majority Dinner:

Tab A:

Tab B:

Tab

Fact Sheet

Suggested Remarks of General Nature
Summary of Staff, Outside Suggestions
on Handling of Watergate; Suggested

Remnarks on the Sabject

Sumimary of Matevials Submitied by
Paul Weves and Druce Herschensohn

N
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{Andrews) DG ‘ May 8, 1973

KLY STAF AND GOP RECOMMENDATIONS ON REFERENCES
TO WATIERGATE IN DINNER REMARKS

George Dush: RN must mention; it's on everyone's mind and these

friends and supporf;ers are suffering the most irom it. No need to
dwell on Watergate, but important to acknowledge awareness of
this audience's grave concern about it and to reiterate pledge of a
swift and thorough cleanup.

Bill Brock: Must allude to it in some fashion, emphasizing that

it won't divert U, S. from its role in the world or agenda at home.
RN's decisive action to deal with the situation puts him in a strong
position to address it with total frankness at this dinner, and such
an approach would be well-received.

Bob Michel: '"Hell's bells yes'. RN should meet the subject head
on. E"-;\?TiS].ZC that as captain of ship of state he has moved to deal
with ""trouble on the bridge'!, taking helm himself to get us out of
rough seac and ba. & on course,

Nay be unnecessary to ralsc the subject at all,  Any
itelarence to it certainly should he obligue, reassuring the audience,
emphaslzing importance of Nation's larper tashks, but breaking no

s . . [ | IR T .
oy ground thar would make news,

B3ill Tiwmryeens: Should mention, in the context of GOVe opportunity

to gwrow steonger through adversity. Darkest biours can provide the

1
greatest insight,  Invite the parsty to Mjoin me in the road back. .. to
a

pooverwheliming expression ol suppoctt in 174,

Rav Price: Muast acknowledge it, vewvognizing gravity with sbhichk this

group views it and stressine that he shares their vievw, [noserlous,

H ) T ot H B — s PR - N PP I . M PR PN
not Linht, tone RN should express covlidence that the {acts v il show
boti GO and the Preshdonecy untainted, veitevating Dis doetemirag won
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to nnearth ol the Dacis and to tale the reloorss thal will prevess

forlure ablises.




Perhaps hest not lo mention Watergate at all. If
RN feels some mention is necessary, point out that neither GOP
nor New Majority was involved, that '74 elections will turn mainly

on individual candidates' records, and that principle of fair play --

innocence till guilt is proven -~ must be protected.

[Ron Ziegler will add his recommendation before event; Len Garment

declined to recommend. |
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FURTHER SUGGESTIONS FROM GOP LEADERS ON THEMES TO
COVER

George Bush: Resentment of CRP among both Hill and contributors

remains strong. RN should hit hard on the need to build the party
and to work through the RNC from here on out. Manvy present will
be nursing the feeling of a tarnished image from Watergate; stress

that nearly all political contributors, and the cnndidates they give

Lo, meas the contrivutions support only vood government, nob in-

fluence. Stress thot the GOP vrewmnaing strong and growving, with solid

achicvements that can't be obscured., Pledge heavy effory in "7 to

re-elect incumbents and to recruit strong new candidates.

13111 Brock: This gathering will represent the staunch loyvalists who

have decided "it's time to rally aund pui things back togother and get

on with the job." Sore will be present in direct response to an
cleventh-hiour meailogram appeal from Dush, Brock, and Michet

saying that now if ever is the time for Republicans to ciose ranks,
T

A rousing motivatiounal specch from RN would help a lot.

ol Michel: "He could make a bheck ol a lot ol points by anuouncing

15 herchy dissolved. 't Thpression of o desive to rencir

damaved communications wito HitL GO wor Id be viost approniate;
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(Andrews) T.II/DG ' May 8, 1973
SUGGESTED REMARKS: WATERGATE-RELATED

I have some news tonipght for the obituary wrilers,

Constitutional government in Washington is alive and well.

The Nixon Administration is alive and well, And the Republican
Party is alive and well.

We're going to prove it by cleaning up every last bit of the
Watergate mess and then getting on with the great work the
American pcople elected us to do last November,

As we gather herve tonight, we arve properly concerancd with
the political futurve of our party, I pledge to vou thal justice will
be done, and when 18's done, our credibiiity will not be compro-
rvised, our nturoe will net be jeopardized, and the clection nros-
pects of one candidaies will be as bricht as ever.

Mo areat political party can afford to grow complacent over
pasl trin nnhe o to indaloe Inodesnalc overs teiupocary setbacks - -

e Fourcal soals o espocielos todn,
— Leriee e Do s e e e ving fpnenn than eove s bhetore,




I said at the end of my inaugural address last January that

ainy President needs a lot of help to {ulfill the trust of his office.

During the past weeks, as we have broken open the Watergate
coverup, I have received that kind of help from many quarters.
Many of you in this room have played leading roles in this process,

and I thank you for it.

Let me say to you what I said to the press last week: Just

keep giving me hell when I'm wrong. That's one c;f the things friends

.

are for -- and I feel like a very lucky man tonight to have such friends

as you.

AN,
HOoRL R

i the phroase had not alveady beoen used onee or twlize, [would

e tempted to say tonight that these are the thmes that tov men's

souls.  What I will say, with vreatitude and with pride, is that vour

souls have stood the teial magnificenily.

Ours is not a party of summmer soldiers or sunshine patriots; il

IR

ivoa parly of Americans for all seasons,
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principle, the party of peace, and the party of solid prosperity.

As we build on this record, we can make this the party of the

New Majority at every level in every state in 1974,

# 44
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