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C O NESTO G A HOUSE 
1608 MARIETTA AVENUE 

LANCASTER, PENNSY LVANIA 

TELEPHONE 717-397-5353 

November 18, 1968 

The Honorabl e Richard M. Ni xon 
Ap artment 5 A 
810 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

De ar Mr. President: 

I s incerely feel I must write this letter in light of the outcome of 
the election in Pennsylvania. I hope that it will aid you i n any decision 
you may make in the future regarding appointments or official recognition 
g iven to Pennsylvania officials and citizens. 

The p redominating f actor, of course, is the present unpopularity of the 
Shafer adminis tr ation. The election of all of the state-wide Democrati c 
candidate s , with the exception of Senator Clark, would atte s t to this 
f act. I fe e l this dramatically illustrates the lack of' trus t and confidence 
i n the present administration by the people. You were a victim of t he 
anti -administr ation feeling in Pennsylvania. It does not matter to whom 
one talks, or in what walk of life they come from, be it black or whit e ; 
ther e is one definit e thought I constantly h ear and that is too intense 
di slike of Governor Shafer. 

Further, I know ther e was a definite lack of enthusiasm for your 
candidacy by all those in power. As you well know, Governor Shafer, 
Senator Scott and the present administrat i on supported Mr. Rocketeller 
f or the nominat ion. Approximately a week after your nomination, Governor 
Shafer made a statement on tele~ sion that he still considered Mr.Rocke­
feller to be the best qualified man. This attitude on his part was 
unbe l ievable and did not enhance your elec£ion. 

I do know that Governor Shafer had prevailed upon those backing your 
nomination to stay away from the convention in Miami. His excuse being 
h e did not want to embarrass anybody. I might also add that those from 
Pennsylvania who were for you at Miami were given absolutely no 
consideration by Shafer and his associates - to the extent they were not 
even courteous. 

I have heard it said repeatedly that you merely r eceived lip service 
f'rom this administration. There certainly appeared to be a l ack of 
i nterest and dedicat ion to your candidacy that was required to obtain 
victory i n Pennsylvania. This lack of enthusiasm started at the top with 
Governor Shafer and, as a result, went straight down through the ranks. 
Governor Shafer in Pennsylvania did very little on your behalf except 
when you would appear and only then he appeared genuinely i n terest ed in 
your candidacy 1 
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we know that no man can succeed at a job unless he can devote all of 
his energy and interest to what he is deing. It was obvious that people 
who were avid Nixon backers were either ignored or gotten out of Shafer's 
way. The Shafer people's contention was you could not win and they were 
not going to help youl 

Dave Maxwell, Camp &.1r Cha irman of Pennsylvani a, was a Shafer man and, 
as a resu!€ , was wor n:!ess. I met h im i n Allen t own on your swing 
through Pennsylvania. Personally, I was very unimpressed and have talked 
to many others who concur. He was not of the caliber of your group of 
men. I want you to know I was very impressed by your staff which was 
absolutely superb and you are to be complimented on such a f ine 
organization. 

The nee ded publicity, the public rallies, the constant flow of 
/. nformatlon and material t o the vo t ers was l acking. I i n f ormea your 
New York Hea quar ers s 1 was at time we decided to 
provide you with extra coverage on our television station. This, 
unfortunately, was not enough to rescue Pennsylvania for you. I am 
enclosing a front page editorial written the day you were in Allentown. 
We followed this up the next ten days with an editorial daily on a 
different phase of your program. 

As a result, I am very proud to enclose an art i cle to show you Lancaster 
County l ed all other counties in Pennsylvania in the majority and 
pluralit y votes. This is in direct contrast to 1964 when Lancaster County 
went Democratic for the first time in many years. 

I have talked with Mr. Harold Horn, who worked as an unpaid volunteer 
for United Citiz ens for Nixon-Agnew as a field man. He had spent the 
last two months working in New Jersey wi th Jim Skidmore, paying 
particular attention to Hudson County. I do know that they were really 
de dicated and worked very h ard in New Jersey. He had requested me to try 
t o get y ou to visit the Jersey City area, which you did. 

The normal Democratic majority was reduced by 100,000 votes in Hudson 
County. This visit, along with the hard dedicated work o f t he United 
Citizens people of New Jersey, carried the state for you. 

In talking with Mr. Horn, he informed me that he wa s personally shocked 
at t h e lack of effort in Pennsylv ania on your behalf. He thought there 
was a lack of interest - a very loose inefficient or g anizat ion with a 
lack of an overall program. There were counti e s that neve r did have a 
Citizens organization. One of your great supporters was Congres sman 
Ed Eshelman, who was very unhappy with the way things were goi ng in 
Pennsylvania and tried his best to help. 

I talked with our National Committeewoman about ten days before the 
elect ion and she told me she had just become concerned we were not going 
to win in Pennsylvania. I told her I had been concerned f or a long t ime 
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and t h at the t rouble in Pennsylvania was that everybody was too 
c omplac ent. (This is just an example of the Shafer people, of Which 
this woman was one.) I stat ed to her at that time that I thought the 
whole organization begi nning with Governor Shafer and Campaign Chairman 
Maxwell really did not have the interest and enthusiasm nee ded to win 
in Pennsylvania. 

Citizens or anization to combat the 
~~~ __~~c~e~s~who us ep e aying ngs and doing nothing. One of 
the main differenc es between New Jersey and Pennsylvania was that the 
Citizens group in New Jers ey had a very strong organization of men who 
took command and s aw that the job was done. 

I jus t want you to r e alize the animosity in Pennsylvania t h at does exist. 
From g ood sources I a m t old that Governor Shafer has a group of people 
a r ound that rot ect film t o sucn an e x t e n t he has r e al! 0 i dea pow ~ 
unpopular he is. Some w ere you mus n goo strong p eople in 
'Fennsyl v ania dedic ated to your cau.se far removed from the present 
a dmi nis tration. If not, in another four years the same thing will happen 
again. The chances of electing a Republican Governor in 1970 are very 
slim unless the Republic ans c an p roduc e a really g ood candidate with 
greB-t appe al. 

I think that if \lTe are to streng then our party and help your a dministr ation, 
we must give consideration to those who were most loyal to you. If you 
were to reward those who were loyal to others, I think it would seriously ­
harm our party . 

This letter expresses my thoughts on our efforts in Pennsylvania. I kn ow 

others feel as I do. I have ve ry strong feeling s on losing Pennsylvania 

and I \lT anted you to k n ow the facts. 


I want to \~ ish you 9.nd your administration every p os sible success. I am 
p ositive y ou will b e an outstanding President. 

Sin cerely, 

~ 
\G-'~. 

Peggy St e inman 

PS/ db 
Enclosures 


	51-27-President's Personal Files RN Notes on Letters (14 of 16; 5) - A
	Contested Files

	51-27-President's Personal Files RN Notes on Letters (14 of 16; 5)
	President's Personal Files RN Notes on Letters (14 of 16; 5) 51-27a.pdf
	Contested Files

	President's Personal Files RN Notes on Letters (14 of 16; 5) 51-27


