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ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

July 15, 1972

MEMORANDUM PFOR: H. Re HALDEMAN
FROMy GORDON STRACBAN
SUBJECT: Democratic Convention Poll

You suggested that a poll be conducted aftsr the Democratic
Convention, possibly on Tuesday, July 18 and Wednesday,
July 19 with results Thursday, July 20, 1972, ORC is ready
to conduct the poll for $7,000,

On July 11, Bodb Tester submitted the memorandum attached
at Tab A asking Clark MacGregor's authority to oconduct a
similar poll, Teeter was unaware of our plans, MacGregor,
through Magiwder, told Teeter to prepare gquestions and make
axrangemsnts for such a poll on July 14, 1972, I called
Tester, advised him of our plans, asked him to sudmit gues~-
tions, and told him that I would deal directly with Benham,

A suggestad questionnaire is attached at Tab B. The two
spagific substantive questions you wanted prcbed were tha
death pezalty and ammesty., The most recent public amnesty
quisatéanis Gallup’s « "Should draft dodgers be allowed to
return without punishment?”™ This was one of the Refersndum
questions asked in the four indicator countiea on Julke 29-30.
The results ware)

Should Avoid S8hould Not Avoid
Polling Date Punishment Punishment
G~Jun 29=30 31 69

Benham and Teetar believe this is a bad question because it

uses "draft dodgers” and offers no alternatives., A diffesrently
worded quastion was asked on Wave II = v"Some people have said
that we ought to give amnesty immediately to those who have

left the country or have gone to prison to avoid the draft during
the Vietnam War. Others have said that we should not grant

amnesty at this time and that we should not consider it at all
until after the War is over."



http:direct.1y

However, the gquestion was asked to obtain a scale comparison
of the President's, MoGovern's, and the interviewee's posi-
tion, It could be adapted te the telsphone interview, but
Benham and Teeter recommend a different question, The new
question will determine the actual amount of opposition to
amnesty. Also, the Wave II yesults are gquite recent and
any trend msasurement would be of little value, -

Gallup has asked a death penalty question since 1900, The
question is: "Do you fmvor the death penalty?” The results
have held batween 42 and 31% in favor, '

The suggested trial heat questions have bean changed from
*In 1972 there will be another presidential election., If
this election wexre being held today and the candidates were
Richaxd Nixon and George MoGovera, which one would you vots
for?" to language suggested by Benham, and sémilar to that
used by Gallup in 1968, The difference is the deletion of
‘the opening statement regarding the 1972 election. Also
'the labels "Republican® and “Democrat® are dealeted pursuant
to your decision of March 12, 1971, Teeter snd Benhan
recommend that an additional question be asked with the Vice
Presidential candidates listed to determine the effect of
Agnew and Pagleton, B8pecific Republican Vice Presidential
trial heat questions are not included because it is my
g:d-:standing that this decision is to be deferred to a later
te,

Additional questions on amnesty, the death penalty, the
Democratic Convention, and MoGovern’s speech are attached
at Tab C.

GS/jb

To conduct the interviews Tuesday and Wednesday, a final,

approved questionnaire is needed by 16 a.m. PDT
e Yy , Monday,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

July 15, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: H. R. HALDEMAN
FROM: GORDON STRACHAN

SUBJECT: " Democratic Convention Poll

You suggested that a poll be conducted after the Democratic
Convention, possibly on Tuesday, July 18 and Wednesday,
July 19 with results Thursday, July 20, 1972. ORC is ready
to conduct the poll for $7,000.

On July 11, Bob Teeter submitted the memorandum attached
at Tab A asking Clark MacGregor's authority to conduct a
similar poll, Teeter was unaware of our plans. MacGregor,
through Magruder, told Teeter to prepare questions and make
arrangements for such a poll on July 14, 1972, I called
Teeter, advised him of our plans, asked him to submit ques-
tions, and told him that I would deal directly with Benham.

A suggested questionnaire is attached at Tab B. The two
specific substantive gquestions you wanted probed were the
death penalty and amnesty. The most recent public amnesty
question -is Gallup's - "Should draft dodgers be allowed to
return without punishment?" This was one of the Referendum
qguestions asked in the four indicator counties on June 29-30.
The results were:

Should Avoid Should Not Avoid

Polling Date , Punishment Punishment

G~-Jun 29~-30 31 69

Benham and Teeter believe this is a bad question because it

use "draft dodgers" and offers no alternatives. A differentl
worded question was asked on Wave II - "Some people have sai
that we ought to give amnesty immediately to those who have .
left the country or have gone to prison to avoid the draft during
the Vietnam War. Others have said that we should not grant
amnesty at this time and that we should not consider it at all

until after the War is over".



However, the question was asked to obtain a scale comparison
of the President's, McGovern's, and the interviewee's posi-
tion, It could be adapted to the telephone interview, but
Benham and Teeter recommend a different question. The new
qguestion will determine the actual amount of opposition to
amnesty. Also, the Wave II results are quite recent and

any trend measurement would be of little value,

Gallup has asked a death penalty question since 1960. The
question is: "Do you favor the death penalty?" The results
have held between 42 and 51% in favor.

The suggested trial heat questions have been changed from
"In 1972 there will be another presidential election. If
this election were being held today and the candidates were
Richard Nixon and George McGovern, which one would you vote
for?" to language suggested by Benham, and similar to that
used by Gallup in 1968. The difference is the deletion of
the opening statement regarding the 1972 election. Also

the labels "Republican" and "Democrat" are deleted pursuant
to your decision of March 12, 1971, Teeter and Benham
recommend that an additional question be asked with the Vice
Presidential candidates listed to determine the effect of
Agnew and Eagleton. Specific Republican Vice Presidential
trial heat questions are not included because it is my
understanding that this decision is to be deferred to a later
date.

Additional questions on amnesty, the death penalty, the
Democratic Convention, and McGovern's speech are attached
at Tab C.

To conduct the interviews Tuesday and Wednesday, a final,
approved questionnaire is needed by 10 a.m. PDT, Monday,
July 17.



Commiitee for the Re-election of the President

-

MEMORANDUM July 11, 1972

CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR: » THE HONORABLE CLARK MAC GREGOR
o R

FROM: ROBERT M. TEETER NCAMA

SUBJECT:‘ Post Democratic Convention Poll

While our third wave of polling is scheduled, and I think properly
so, for immediately after the Republican convention, I think we
should consider doing a quick national phone study a few days

after the Democratic Convention. This would give us some iterim
guidance for the public relations and advertising people and

would answer several of the questions that will undoubtedly

arise after the Democratic ticket is chosen,

Among the areas that should be covered h such a poll are the
following:

~=~ To identify and measure any changes in the relative
strength of the President and his opposition.

-~ To measure the attitudes toward the Democratic Vice
Presidential nominee and his effect on the ticket.

-- To determine attitudes toward any significant proposals
in the Democratic platform.

-~ To measure attitudes toward the Convention itself which
might be useful both in our planning of the campaign and
for the Republican Convention,

This poll could also be expanded and used to test various
Republican Vice Presidential candidates if that was desirable.

It would cost $6,000 - $8,000 depending on the length of the
questionnaire.

1f you agree with this pooposal, I'll draft a questionnaire
the first of next week for your approval. I think the actual
interviewing should take place on the weekend of July 21 - 23.

Approve ‘Disapprove Comment :

CONFIDENTIAL




.DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION POLL
Polling Dates:
Respondents:

1. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Richard Nixon
is handling his job as President?

Polling Date ‘ Approve Disapprove N.O.

G-Jun 23-26, '72 56 33 11

2. Do you approve or disapprove of the way President Nixon
is handling the Vietnam situation?

Polling Date Approve Disapprove N.O.

G-May 26-29, '72 53 38 9

3. Do you approve or disapprove with the way President Nixon
is dealing with the economic conditions in this country?

Polling Date Approve Disapprove N.O.

0-Jan 26-27, '72 ' 46 45 9

4, How do you feel about information the Nixon Administration
gives the public - always frank and truthful with the public,
tries to make things seem more favorable than they really are,
holds back or slants information that would make the Admini-
stration look bad, don't know?

Tries to
Always Make Things Holds Don't
Polling Date Frank Seem Favor. Back Know
T-Jan 3-20, '72 19 47 25 9

5. Are you in favor of the death penalty for persons convicted
of murder?

Polling Date ° Favor Oppose N.O.




-2 - DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION
Polling Dates':
Respondents:

6. Are there any other crimes for which you favor the death
penalty for convicted persons? If yes, what crimes?

Murder of police officer

Murder of prison guard °
Kidnapping

Hijacking of an airplane
Conviction of murder a second time
Other specified

Don't know

7. The Supreme Court has recently ruled that capital punish-
ment as now administered in the U.S. is cruel and unusual and
is therefore unconstitutional. Do yeu agree or disagree with
the ruling of the Supreme Court?

Polling Date Agree Disagree N.O.

8. Why do you say that?

9, Some people have said that we could grant amnesty - that
is, we should forgive any violations of the law - to those
who left the country or went to prison to avoid serving in
the Vietnam War. Do you agree or disagree with the granting
of amnesty to these people?

- Polling Date Agree Disagree N. O.

i

10. How much of the Democratic Convention did you watch on
TV «~ a great deal, some, very little or none?

Polling Date Great Deal Some Very Little

11. How much of the Republican Convention in August do you

POLL

None

plan to watch on TV - a great deal, some, very little, or none?

Polling Date Great Deal Some Very Little

None



-3 - DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION POLL
Polling Dates:
Respondents:

12, The Democrats said they were going to have a completely
open convention where all points of view would be heard and
given fair consideration. In your opinion, did the Democratic
National Convention succeed in accomplishing this or not?

Polling Date Yes " No N.O.

13, Did the Democratic National Convention reflect a real
change in American politics or was it politics as usual?

Polling Date Real Change Usual N.O.

p—

14, From what you saw, heard or read about the Democratic
National Convention, how would you describe your overall
impression of it?

15. What is the first thing that comes to your mind when
you think about George McGovern?

16, In general, how do you rate your reaction to what George
McGovern said at the Democratic National Convention? Veéry
favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, very
unfavorable?

Very Somewhat Somewhat Very
Polling Date Favorable Favorable Unfavorable Unfavorable NO

17. If the 1972 Presidential election were being held today
and the candidates were Richard Nixon and George McGovern,
which one would you vote for - Nixon, McGovern, neither, undecided?

Polling Date Nixon McGovern Neither  Und. N.O.




- 4 - DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION POLL
Polling Dates:
Respondents:

18. ©Now suppose the candidates were Richard Nixon, George
McGovern and George Wallace as a third party candidate, which
one would you vote for?

Polling Date Nixon McGovern Wallace N.O.

19. TIf the 1972 Presidential election were being held today
and the Republican ticket were Richard Nixon and Spiro Agnew
and the Democratic ticket were George McGovern and Thomas
Eagleton, which ticket would you vote for?

Nixon- McGovern-

Polling Date Agnew - Eagleton N.O.




1. Are you in favor of the death penalty for persons
convicted of murder? In favor, against, no opinion

If yes on question 1, ask question 2.

2. Are there any other crimes for which you favor the
death penalty for convicted persons? If yes, what crimes?

Murder of police officer

Murder of prison guard

Kidnapping

Hijacking of an airplane
Conviction of murder a second time
Other specified

Don't know

Ask only of those who say against the death penalty on
question 1

3. Are there any specific crimes for which you favor the
death penalty for convicted persons? Yes, no, no opinion

If yes on question 3, ask question 3a.
3a. What crimes?

4. The Supreme Court has recently ruled that capital punish-
ment as now administered in the U.S. is cruel and unusual and
is therefore unconstitutional. Do you agree or disagree with
the ruling of the Supreme Court? Agree, disagree, no opinion

5. Why do you say that?

6. Here are some things that have been said regarding the
death penalty on which I would like your views.

Do you think the death penalty for certain crimes dis-
courages others from commiting those crimes, or doesn't it?
Yes discourages, No does not, don't know

7. Do you think that the Supreme Court's decision to outlaw
the death penalty will or will not weaken the power the force
of law enforcement officers? Will weaken power, will not
weaken power, no opinion

8. Until the Supreme Court's ruling some crimes were punish-
able by the death penalty in some states but not in other
states. Do you think that this is or is not a good reason

for outlawing the death penalty? Good reason, not good reason,
no opinion.



9. Do you think the death penalty was administered in this
country with equal fairness to all groups or were blacks
and the poor treated unfairly when compared with how
whites and the rich were treated? Equal fairness, blacks
and poor unfairly, no opinion.

10. Some people claim that outlawing the death penalty will
increase the killing of prison guards by those serving life
sentences because they won't get any additional penalty.

Do you agree or disagree with this? Agree, disagree, no
cpinion

11. Some people claim that outlawing the death penalty will
make it harder for criminals sentenced to life imprisonment
to get paroled. Do you think this would be a good thing
or not? Good thing, not a good thing, no opinion.

12, One criticism of outlawing the death penalty is the high
cost of keeping those sentenced to life imprisonment. Do you
think this is or is not a good reason for keeping the death
penalty for certain crimes? Good reason, not good reason,
no opinion.

13. Some people say that outlawing the death penalty will
encourage criminals engaged in armed robbery to kill any
witnesses since the worst penalty they can -get is life
ipprisonment. Do you think this is true or not true?
Ttue, not true, no opinion

14. Would you favor or oppose a federal law that would define
‘uniformly for all states the specific crimes punishable by
the death penalty? Yes favor, oppose, don't know

15. Another proposal is to take away from the judges and
juries the determination of the punishment and make the
death penalty compulsory for persons convicted of certain
crimes. Would you favor or oppose this? Yes favor, oppose,
no opinion



1. Do you think the delegates at the National Democratic
Convention were a better representation of all the kinds of
people in our country than were the delegates in previous
conventions of either of the major parties? Yes, no, about
the same, and no opinion.

2. The Democrats said they were going to have a completely
open convention where all points of view would be heard and
given fair consideration. In your opinion, did the Democratic
National Convention succeed in accomplishing this or not?

3. Did the Democration National Convention reflect the real
change in American politics or was it politics as usual?

4., From what you saw, heard or read about the Democratic National
Convention, how would you describe your overall impression of it?

5. ©Now that the Democratic Party has selected its candidates
for President and Vice President, do you think there is unity
in the Democratic Party or do you think there is serious splits
in the Party? ‘

AMNESTY QUESTION

Gallup question in his July 11 poll. o

"Should draft dodgers be allowed to return without punishment?"

Mr, Benham will work another question; does not think its a good one.



1. Some people have said that we could grant amnesty -
that is we should forgive any violations of the law -

to those who left the country or went to prison to avoid
serving in the Vietnam War. Do you agree or disagree
with the granting of amnesty to these people?

2. Do you agree or disagree with holding off the question
of granting amnesty until after the Vietnam War has been
settled?

©



»

1. How much of the Democratic Convention did you watch
on TV - a great deal, some, very little or none?

2, How much of the Republican Convention in August do you
plan to watch on TV - a great deal, some, very little or none?

3. How much did you see, hear or read about the Party
Platform that was adopted by the Democrats at their Convention
last week? A great deal, some, very little or nothing?

4, What part or parts of the Platform did you most agree
with?

5. What part or parts of the Platform did you most disagree
with?

6. Did you see George McGovern's acceptance speech last
Thursday night on television when.he accepted the Democratic
nomination for President? Yes, no, don't know.

If no or don't know on question 6, ask question 7.

7;['Did you hear or read anything about George McGovern's
acceptance speech? Yes, no, don't know

If yes on either question 6 or question 7, ask question 8.

8. In general, how do you rate your reaction to what George
McGovern said in his acceptance speech ( read choices except
No Opinion). Very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat
unfavorable, very unfavorable, no opinion.

9., As you recall, what were the main points that George
McGovern made in his acceptance speech?

10. If the 1972 Presidential election were being held today

and the candidates were Richard Nixon and George McGovern,
which one would you vote for? Nixon, McGovern, neither,
don't know, undecided.



11. Now suppose the candidates were Richard Nixon, George

McGovern and George Wallace as a third candidate which one
would you vote for?



ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

July 14, 1972

MEMORANDUM PORg Hs Re HALDEMAN
FROM: GORDON STRACHMAN
SUBJECT: Frank Sinatra

Eenxy Cashen checked with Roy Goodearle of the Vice
President's staff regarding Prank Sinatra, Roy Goodearle
and Peter Malatasta, who knows Sinatra, submitted the
following informationi

l) Taft Schreiber, without apparent authority, called
Sinatra on bshalf of the President., This was a mistake
because Sinatra could not determine whethar the President
and Vice President wanted him to assist)

2) If rrank Sinatra were asked by the Vice President
to campaign for the President, Sinatra would acoept)

3) A private meeting of Sinatra and the President
would not be required;

4) Sinatra is concerned about Agnew being on the ticket,
and so it may be best to delay asking him until after that
dacision is made;

5) DNothing should be done with Sinatra until after he
testifies before the Senate Crime Committse on July 18,
Agnew will have dinner with Sinatra on July 17,

Dean strongly recommands delaying any further action or
considerastion wntil after Sinatra's testimony.

GS/3b
FU - 7/19
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MEMORANDUM FOR: H. R. HALDEMAN
FROM: GORDON BTRACHAN
SUBJECT:

Kon Rista contactad all but ons of the sames that you gave him
sad me yesterday, After discussion with MacGreger, Riots
iavited the group to meet in Washingten with MacGragor st
9100 s.m., July Zil. Rieta will spend all morning with them
working on campaign plans, Riets has asked for ue to arvangs

substative lssus brisfings for the group dmithe afternoon of
Myn.

Rists belisves that Ed Harper of the Domastic Council, Joln
Lehmen of the NSC snd Whitmen of CEA weould be sdeguate,

Rists and MacGregor are wmbliygring but have not decided

rather to arrsage foy & luncheon at the Whits Houas for the
Froup.

GS:kb
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ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFPIDENTIAL

July 12, 1972

MEMORANDUM FORs
FROMs
SUBJECT

Clazk MaoGregor met with the Campaign Strategy Group
(Teeter, Magruder, Malek, Dailey, Marik, Finkelstein,

and Miller) to dims the Fey States in light of mo b § 4
polling results,

MaoGregor opensd the meeting with twe comments, He said
he planned on meeting with Mitchell, Connally, and possibly
Colson to datermine how the Demoorats for the Prssident
would be arrangsd, Seoond, he advised the group that an
sppropriaste appraach was being mads to Nayor Daley and
that you had besn informed,

Magtregor told the group that Governor Love and Baoretary
Moxton would be in Miani Deach to welcomes disenchanted

Damocrats, They will also push the line that MeGovern

heads an extrems elitist machine that has replaoced the

"party of the people”, The Demporats cannot be allowed
to kesp that labsl, Many libersl Dempgorats are calling
MacGregor to indicate their concera about MoGovern.

MacGregor agreed with Teetex that the cazpaign should
concentrate on the great natiosal issuves and MoGovern's
extyeme positions, It is Tester's view that Melovemn's
perception will be set in the minds of the Amarican people
in the next 2-3 weeaks., MaocGregor said the campaign will
continue to hit McGovern through MacGregor's “"Issues and
Answers” appearancs this Sunday, the diatridution of the
Wiocker artiole, and the Plerre Rinfret discussions with
economists., VWhen Malek pressed for a single person within
1701 to xrun this operation, NacGregor defasrxed,




The Key State discussion focused on the three attachsd
samorasda; There vere two views expressed. BSome thought
the results showsd the President so far ahead in Illinoias,
Texas and Ohio that the primary effort should be placed

in California, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Connecticut, dew
York and Michigan, All agresd Washington should be dropped,
Malek led ths argument to work in the big states regardlees
of vhat the polls indicate, MacGregor conkluded that there
should be thres states for maximum effort ~- Californias,
New York and Penasylvania, MNew Jersey and Cook County in

" I1linois should also reoeive Pirst Priority attention.

The Seoomd Priority states would be Texas, Michigan, Ohio,

: MM and Comnectiount.

also sephasised that the campaign would not shift
its attantion to Senatorial or Congressional races because
if the President wins by 354-35%, Congressional races will be

GS/ib




TALKING PAPER

In ecarly May, Mr. Mitchell, in consultation with the Strategy Group,

established three groups of priority states for the campaign:

Top Priority (Maximum allcocation of resources and focus of management

attention. ‘'Must win'' states.)

State

California
Illinois
Texas

Ohio

New Jersey

Second Priority

Electoral Votes

State

< New York
Pennsylvania
Maryland
fichigan
Conneccticut
Washington

Third Pricrity

State

Hissourij
Wisconsin
Orcgon

Vest Virginia

45
26
26.
25
17
139

Electoral Votes

41
27
10
21
8
9
116

Electorzl Votes

12
11
6
6

35

Nixon Margin (%)

1960 1968
40,2 +3
-0.3 +3
-2 ~1
+6 +2
-1 +2 -

(High allocation of resources and management attention.)

Nixon Margin (%)

1960 1968
-6 -5
-2 -4
-8 -2
-2 -7
-8 -5
+3 -2

(Lower allocation of resources and management attention.)

Nixon Margin (%)

""0 * 5 +1
+h +4
+6 +6
) -9
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The emergence of George McGovern as the probable Democratic
nominee, as well as the successful foreign policy initiatives
of the President, have substantially altered his relative standing

in the large population states.

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the question of whether
the original priority grouping should now be changed. The factors

to be considered include:

1. What is meant by priority ranking, in terms of programmatic

efforts, in-state campaign organization and total resource allocation.

2. How the President stands in terms of the number of electoral
votes now leaning toward him. That is, how many of the large

states must ve win in order to carry the election.

3. How much should the June/July polls influence our thinking--

How firm do we believe the positive or negative margins to be.



Committee vor the Re-clection of the Presideont
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HedORANDLUM FOR: . THE HONORABLE CLARK MAC GREGOR

FROM: ) ROBERT M. TELETER

SUBJECT: Second Wave Polliing Results

Attached are the sawple ballot results from the second wave poll-
ing. The interviewing for this polling was 211l dene betveen
June 14 and June 25. T have noted differences in the two Hixon/

Bumphrey races from the first wave wheve applicavle. We did not
measure MeGovern in ‘the first vave which was done in December and
January.
I will have the results from the Kational poll later today or
toucryow murning, the o York data in about ten deys, and the
Indiana data in about thres weeks. The lew York and Indiana polls
were delayed o bogin alter the primary in New Yeork and the State
Kowinating Coenventicn in Indiana. ' .

Generally these resulis fre very optimistic and indicate tha
the TPregident has dmproved his position since Janvary. T think

1
it die particularly sizndficant that his committed vote is abeve
or vory near 504 in the two-way races againest MeGovern in the top
prierity states. This, 2s 1 am sure ycu are avare, has been. a

3

problem in the past.

Vhile our eitvation hizs Twveved, we still appesr to have some
s

problems in Misscuri, Uregon, Visconsin, and VWaoshington.

Algo I sot.an advance report of a telephore poll taken by
Locher Researeh foxr the Zoston Globe in H::SJCHUSQLt‘ vnich will

ba publid 01 it shous Jlclovern vich 477, Wixon with 44%,
ant 9 ie ebviounly a mocl optimistic resuli,

Ve will have the comnlete data fron this second vave polling by

Julv 15,

1 vill Le Leppy Lo discucye these Figures and the firvsl wave data
at your coiveenienca.
Loter 7 will be givine these resvlts to Gordon Strochoan of Hr,

; o Sy ey bt g B T R
el s oftice en o the tedopacne at 5 olcloch, Tacilic
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Undecided -— 12 --- 12 10 -2 10 10 0 1C §- 5 -3 13 19 + o & 10 =z
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1 First wave figures from & survey Zor Redert Griffin, February, 1972 with Mushle, oot Duwphrcy, oo oppiical.
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Committee for the Re-election of the Presider.t

MEMORANDUM . July 7, 1972
TO: Dr. Robert H. Marik
V4
FROM: Arthur J. Finkelstein y, .

SUBJECT: Priority Stateg

Please find attached several charts depicting my thinking
on the electoral vote situation that would exist in a
Nixon-}cCGovern contest. As you can tell the Nixon total
elcctoral vote surpasses by 16, the 270 votes needed for
election. Further, there is an additional 188 electoral
votes which realistically can still be considered
undecided. Due to recent information, states such as
Il1linois, Maryland and Ohio have been added to the safe
Nixon total. Wisconsin, Oregon and Missouri have been
added to the lMcGovern total. Of the 188 undecided
electoral votes, on the basis of recent information and
past elcction analyses, it can be assumed that 104 are
leaning to Nixon. With New York State's 41 electoral
votes kept completely in the undecided column, the
President receives a stunning 390 electoral votes, the
making of a real electoral landslide.

Considering the possibility of an electoral landslide,

it would make great sense to solidify those states which
would clearly give us the margin of victory. Therefore,
our priority states should be those which are not sure
states but large electoral states now leaning slightly

to the President. California, Pennsylvania and Hew Jersey
fit this criteria. I would also add Connecticut, MNew York
and Michigan because of the very nature of the clossness
of this election.

You will note that I suggest dropping five presently
targeted states either because we have secured them or
because to win them would take more effort than frankly is
escential or necessary for this cawmpaign. Thrce of those
five states dropped, Texas, Illinois and Ohio, account for
77 elcctoral votes which should be constantly kept track of.
I would suggest greater than normal emphasis upon the
states orgenizationally and the use of the telephone
operations.



Dr. Robert H. Marik July 7, 1972

Finally I include a list of third priority states which are
chosen because of the strength of the President. None of
these ten states are target states. All of these ten
states will have scnatorial contests in 1972, where
Republicans can either hold on to a seat (Kentucky), or
as in the case of the other nine, gain a seat. In each
of these states with the exception of Rhode Island, a
Nixon--~Senatorial Candidate Cempaign would be helpful

to the Republican Senatorial candidate's chances. Since
the Republicans only need to gain five or six seats in
the Senzte to take control of that body, I would strongly
suggest that the campaign strategy develop which would
emphasize in these areas the ideal Republican ticket.

A, J. F.

AJT : kvf
Attachments
cc: J. Magruder
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First Priority

California
Pennsylvania
New Jersey
Connecticut
New York
Michigan

Sccond Priority

PRIORITY STATES

Texas
Illinois
Ohio

Third Priority

Alabama
Georgia
Kentucky
Montana

New Hampshire
New Mexico
North Carolina
Oklahoma
Rhode Island
Virginia

- 45
- . 27
- 17
- 41
- 21

159
- 26
- 26
- 25

S 77
- 9
- 12
- 9
- 4
- 4
- 4
- "13
- 8
- 4
- T 12



Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware

D. C.
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii

Idaho
I11linois
Indiana

Jowa

Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Rebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
Rew Jersey
New Mexico
New York
Rorth Carolina
Forth Dakota
Ohio
Oklahona
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhede 1sland
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah

Vermont
Virginia
Woshington.
West Virginia
Wigconsin
Wyoning

TOTAL STATES

= 3K - S - ]

17
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13

10

10
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14
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Alaska
California
Connecticut
Maine
Michigan
Nevada

New Jersey
New York
Pennsylvania
South Dakota
Washington

West Virginia

Safe

UNDECIDED STATES

1=

45

17

27

104

286 -

390

=

21

43
64
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ADMINISTRATIVELY CONPIDENTIAL

July 12, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: Hs R. HALDEMAN
FROM: GORDON SRRACHAN

The dNew York Overnights were:

© Bating Share

ce8 o 11.5 27
NBC o 10,6 23
ABC | 9.1 20

Attached are Carruthers, Moore and Snyder's comments.

CBE8 has bean advised that the session this evening should be
over by 12:30 a.m,

{Last night CBS 4id not run commercials from 4-6:30 a.m.
because all the technicians had fallen asleep from Norxadom,)

GS/jb -




ADNINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL
July 10, 1972

MEMORANDUM POR3 H, R. HALDEMAN
YROM3 GORDON STRACHAN
SUBJECT: ™ ¢ Telethon

You have the comments by Cliff wWhite, B4 Failor, Dwight
Chapin, Chuck Colson, and Jerome Jaffs that the Demoerats!
Talethon was "remarkably poor®, You asked for the views
of other staf? members and canmpaign personnel:

n‘m MI?Q ) Y disaster, poorly organised and exscuted.”
cmypu-wutham-mtmutimdmbmuu
being the "party of the people”. The marginal voters would
have to look at tha production and decide that if the Demo-~

orats can't run a tslevision produetion, how could they run
tha country?

Bushanan? "Not very good, insulting, tasteless, dumb,
vYessive; probably counter-productive.,® The poor
tta:ag and strange entertainment couldn’t have helped
the Democrats. Ons of the Democrats that Buchanan talked
to agreed that it was a disaster,

r% LaRust "A disaster, poorly presented, snafued; NHoubt
pay for itself, Many Dampcrats are well aware it was
a disanter,”

Dick Mooxes “A big disappointment from the Democrats stand-
sen & shambles ... laid an gy we avoided a bullest
by not responding) yet we nesd to get out the fact that it
cost over $2 million and most will go to old contributors
and telephone company (Colson and Clawson are working on
this)s there was little punch; soms dollars and no votes,”

The only surprise among the celebrities was the low number




Ken Claw ¢ “Wery poorly done, wery badly handled; poor
Em-a; the aoredibility of actors ia the political area
is phoney as Rhell,” Clawson is tryiag to place a column
which will makes these pointss

1) The underwriting is misunderstood) the actual coats
were $2,5 million and Brown only guarantesd the
ocosts, he did not contribute $2,35 milliony

2) The oxedit saxd companies will rake up 3-7%y

3) The Telsthon slighted LBJ by never mssationing his
Aams among the great Descoratic Presidents) snd

4) then the Westarn White House nusbexr was given,
the boaxd waas busy for 90 minutes with people
calling in to support ths President,

[
~ o G

GS/3b

J._‘
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ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFPIDENTIAL

July 10, 1972

MEMORANDUM FORs H. Ro HALDEMAN
FROM: GORDON SBTRACHAN
SUBJECT» Bemooratic Convention

bDiscussion with Bill Timmwons, E4 Fallor and Jeb
this morning developed several points which will update
the attached July 7, 1972 Democratic Convention Schedules

1) The July 9 0'Brien and O'Hara decision that 1,433

instasd of an absoluts majority of 1,309 will decide the

Celifornia Challenge is correct from a parliamsntary rules
standpoint, Therefore, it will be bhard for the Humphresy
forces to challenge even though the dsaision favors

MoGovern, Most believe McGovern has the 1,433 wotes)

2) The July 9 O'Brien and O'Eara devision that the
120 California~iMcGovern delegates can vote on the makeup
of the rest of the delegation is also a victory for
MoGovern and will be hard for Humphrey to challengej

3) 'The California Challenge is procedurally scheduled
fourth., This toc favors McGovern because the NHumphrey ,
forces are not sxpsoted to be able to mount thair opposition
to the 1,433 ruling during the first three votes;

4) O'Brien's strateygy is to wear the delegatas out
by waiting until two or thres a,m. and then rushing the
Illinois decision through. It ias expscted that Daley
will he denied his seat in any event, If O'Brien’s
strategy doesa’t work, the Convention's first session will
continue tomorrow,

O*Brien, as Temporary Chairman, will open ths session
tonight at 7:30 EDY, 4:30 PDT,

GS/jb
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE CLARK thGREGOR‘

FROM1 . JEB S. MAGRUDER
SUBJECT:

Speakers at the Democratic National Convention

As has been requested the attached outline of the speakers

at the Democratic National Convention gives some indication
- 'of what .issues will be important.

This has been prepared by Ed Failor of the Re-slect: Committee
and Bob Chsse of the RNC.
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DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION SCHEDULE

- Monday, July 10
I.

Welcoming remarks, Senator Lawton Chiles (D—Fla.j

II.. - Opening address, National Chairman Lawrence F. 0'Brien '

III.. Credentials Conmittee report, debate, votes. ‘

1. California -~ The important factor to watch concerning California
is how the convention rules on what portion of the delegation can vote on
their own challenge. A ruling that 120 McGovern delegates can vote on the
make-up of the rest of the delegation would be a significant victory for the
Senator and probably make it impossible to deny him the nomination.

: 2. Illinois = Present indications are there is no way Daley can win
this one. If he does win, assume a deal has been worked out with the

McGovern operatives and watch for signa of slippage as & result of McGovern's
more idealistic supporters.

3. There will be at least a half dozen other f£loor fights but faw of

them will be gignificant. Texas may come up on the floor and cause problems
but again the California and Illinois fights will be the most important and
. significant. Some Southern delegates may also lobby for the Mississippi
Regulars who were soundly defeated by the loyalists in Committee.
4. Humphrey delegates may use this stage of the convention to
attempt to pass a "loyalty oath" requirement thus indirectly attacking

McGovern's threat to bolt the party. This could turn into another symbolic
battle, ‘ ' '

. Election of permanent convention chairman and vice chairman..

0'Brien -~ Chairman and Yvonne Brathwaite*

All efforts are being made to keep this election free of power plays
by the various contenders. If there are "hot debates" on this question the
~ convention will be tearing itself apart. If not =- then the various candi-

dates will st1ll be exercising enough influence on their delegates to keep
the ‘convention together.

+

V. Rules Committee report, debate, votes. *

1. . The Rules Conmittee has urged passage of some very radical
changes that will be opposéd by party regulars. Look for fight over:

*Mrs. Brathwaite is a Black attorney, assembly women from Los Angeles,
California. and a nomince for a House seat.

. “n
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a. A proposal requiring Democrats to buy a card before’ they
participate in party affairs. :

b. Off~year coaventiona to take ecands on 1ssues.

¢. The relegation of Democratic office holders to second-class

status in party ‘affairs. House Democrats votad against these changes in a
recent caucus,

Tuesday, July 11

I. Keynote addrass, Governor Reubin Askew (D-Fla.)

II. Address by Senate Democratic Leader Mike Manefield
111, Platform'Committée report, debates; votes.

1. . Bussing will be brougﬁc to the floor by Wallace delegates.
Posslbllity of a walk~out on this issue depending on which way it goes.

2. Look.for McGovern delegates, on their own, pressing for con-
troversial left-wing planks which were.left out in the Platform Committee

hearings. This could cause real problems for McGovern's chances of unify-
ing the party.

3. ‘Humphrey forces may try a platform plank to denounce "left-

wing" extremists who want to take over the Democratic Party for their own
ends, .

IV. Address by House Democratic Leader Hale Boggs (La.)
Vednesday, July 12 - '

I. Address by House Speaker Carl Albert (D-Okla.)
II. Nominations and balloting for Presidential nominee.

McGovern must get it by second ballot «= after that it's anyone's
ball game. .

-

1xI. Address by Governor Marvin Mandel (Md.), next‘chaitman of the
Rational Governor's Conference.

L 2



Ehﬁrsday, July 3 °

I. Nominations énd'balloting for Vipe'?rasidential nominee.

II. Acceptance addresses by Vice Presidantial_ahd Presidential nomin?eg.

Adjourniment

Each session will begin at 7:00 p.m. (EDT). No substsntive business will
be scheduled after midnight. If debate om credentials, rules, and plat-

form cannot be concluded by wmidnight, adjournment will be until 2300 p.m.
the following afternoon.

i

b Mg



Commitlae for the Re-election of the President

L ] .
EMORANDUM | ¢
CONFIDENTIAL/EYES ONLY 4 © July 7, 1972
MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE CLARK MacGREGOR
THROUGH : JEB S. MAGRUDER
 FROM: EDWARD D. FAILOR
oo - SUBJECT : .Committee for the Re-election of the Prdsident's
“.' cActivities at ‘the Deémocratic National Convention
OBJECTIVES :

To have two spokesmen in Miami to publicly welcome Democrats '
who desire to support the President in '72. Secondarily,

to have the ability to have our spokesmen go on television in

» ] response to any attack, if so directed by 1701 and to maintailn
'~ an on gite observation post to assess the convention activit:les
‘ and to make & political assessment daily to 1701."' )
. CONCEPT: . .o = - R ce

Y
.

Secretary Morton and Governor Love will be baged in’'a three

room suite that has-been reserved at the Fountainbleu Hotel.

On Wednesday and Thursday following the McGovern nomination * .
our two gpokesmen will have press conferences to welcome
Democrats to the Nixon team as-a response to McGovern's

‘ oo ‘extreme views and the President's outstanding record and .~ ' o
" abilities. These defections will be newsworthy and will tie .
. in with our atrategy to announce the Democrats for Nixoa ’
organization the following week. - - . .. oL
SUPPORT : C e T T T

-
.

This activity will be supported in Miami by Ed Failnr, ccor§£-~
nator; Powell Moore, press officer; two writers from 1701;
secretaries from Miami; two telecopiers; security officers;

. and stenographic gervice to provide inatanc transcripts of
: *  press conferences.

Ve will have people manning ten tape recordera and following

- Democratic candidatds and ‘other V.3.P. Democrats to vecord publie .

. .. and semi.—public statements they uake .to catch alipa. conflicting

-y,
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CONFIDENTIAL A :

The Honorable Clark MacGregor ' ' .
July 7, 1972
Page 2 : .-

.
.

statements hnd/or damaging statements which might be made under
Convention pressures. . . .

RECOMMENDAT TON: .

It is recommended that above plan be adopted. .

Approve: e Disapprove

Comments: . . . . .
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trerem.  ~ATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

Jhly 8, 1972
MEMORANDUM FOR: H. R, HALDEMAN
PROM: GORDON STRACEAN
SUBJECT: Red Blount Telephone Call

- Formexy Postmaster Genoral Rad Blount called for you today.

~ I talked directly with him, but he would only disclose the
subject ~ convention policy. He had not talked t©o MaocGregor
but had discussed the subject with Mitchell before the
change. Blount indicated he would talk to MacGregor but
wants to talk with you in any event. EHe will be in Chicago
on Bonday and would appreciate a call then.

GS:E car
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