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1 2 1969 


THE ASSEMBLY 


STATE OF NEW YORK 


ALBANY 


JOHN H.TERRY 

200 EMPIRE BL~G. 

SYRACUS~N.Y 13202 

November 3, 1969 

Honorable Richard M. Nixon 
The President 
Tne White House 
Wash ington, D. C. 

Dear President Nixon: 

On October 12, 1968, I was present at the 
Fairmount Fi re Department Clambake when Thomas R. DeYu1ia, Jr. 
berated onn Hable over his failure to support the 
~mocrats, especially President Johnson and Congressman 
James Hanley . Habl~§:ood his ground and several times 
sai~ De was a Republican; ~'Ta s suppor ting Richard Nixon 
for President and the entire Repub lican ticket. This was 
said in the presence of Congressman Hanley. I ~as at the 
next tab le and heard t rle entire conversation. I el t t hat 
John Hable was intimidated by DeYulia . On October 18 I 
memoed the occurrence to our Re~ublican County Chairman 
T. lmer Bogardus (copy of memorandum attached) and con­


licluded by recommending career Postal emEloyee Hable for 

Postmaster if Richard Nixon was elected. 

To identif the above narned: John Hable is a 

34 year Post Office employee, then serving as station 

SUperintendent. Tnomas DeYulia is the top Syracuse staffer 

for Congressman James M. Hanley. 


Richard Nix~was elected . I a t tended a meeting 
of t op Onondaga County Republicans and it was determined 
that w.e WQul~ ~eco end a veteran politico Robert Roney , 
who is a good b usinessman and outstanding citizen for the 
then vacant position of Syracuse Postmaster. (Former 
Postmaster Caffrey died in Seotember.) Hable \']ould be 
considered for advancement. Thereafter, the mementous 
decision was announced that henceforth olitics would not 
plav a role in the appointment of Po s tmasters; that legislation 
would be recommended by the Chief Executive for the formation 
of a corporation to carry out the function of t~e Post Off ice 
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Department . As a ~oli tician I _t;lic_ not l i k? it , lmt I sa1:! 
in it Cl s i ncere des ire to r eform t he anti0uate -- nethods 
of th t depa r tment and nav e long r ecognized t ha t the 
strong un i on gras an d ")oli t i c a i nfluerce on t he 
denartment p r e cluced maior r eform without an e ntirely 
nev d ire ction. The format i on of a c orporation c o u ld 

_11 be t he vel i cla for t h is transit i on . ~ b ill to 
au t horize thi s was introduced in Congress ane r eferred 
to t h e Post Office Committee of trie Hous e of Fepresentat i v es . 
The Committee tnereaf t er defeat d t he b i ll bv a-vo t e of 
6 to 5 . Any negativ 2 vote c ou l d be cal led t he decid ing 
vote . One of t ne negativ votes was cast by Conqres-man 
James M. Hanley o f Svracuse . 

In the inte rim a l d un jrm b t ec:'!ly \l i t il an eye 
toward r i ddin g the deoart ment of dead load , t e Post 
Off ice retirement measure was enacted subs t an t ia l ly 
enlancing benefit s effective Novem~er 1, 1 969 . Its res I t 
i n S racuse wa s the r etiremt;.n t of sever-l top o ffic i a l s 
i n c l u d ing Ass i stant Pos t master in Charq Lawrenc _ Pvan. 
Ryan is a fine man b ut i t was common 1 nmvl ec1ge that _1e 
wa elevated Decau se of a s u~s tantial contribut ion to t~e 

Democra t Campaign Fund severa l ~ears ago (and conti nued 
after his ap oin t ment). Since the Pos t Office reform b i l l 
wa s def e te - , i t wou l appea r t hat you wou l ci be r equi red 
to live with t he oresent svstem for som~ time t o com _ . 

'1ho was a QPoin,t ed a'S Off;i.~er in e ll rge o£ the 
Post Off i c ~f ~racuse ? Thomas R. De ' ~ C Does that 
name sou nd fami liar? I f you refer back to t he openi ng 
paragra_ 11 of t h is letter :,,'ou v7 i ll fin l] t he same name , but 
in t l at case it ~"a5 h i s son t ha t 'was c ~last i s in Hab l e for 
n is s u pport of Richar d Ni xon for Pres i dent . 

Our County Cha i rman, reflecti ng t he sentimen t 

of a r atner conservative c o u n t y , "laS luke~Tarm tOHar d one 

of your . re-conve nt i o n ol"Jponent' s ques t for t he tOry s o t 

and t h i s was p u b lic l y no t e- . Ononda a County gave 'ou a 

P luralitY of more than 1 1) , O~O votes in 1 968 . I could...-1;ake 

t he_ . tion j:nat many of my c olleas-u es hc;iv e -- ~the 


a ppointmen t of th fathe r of C~n ressm_an IIan l e' s home
I 

office secr _ t a r _' lS an insu l t _t_1? our Coun ty_ Clla_irmStn ~ I~ c uld accept t he rumo r t ha t a dea l was made -- vou a nnrove 
t he appointment of DeYu l ia a d lIanley Hill 5'·.,i t eh h i s vote 

hen t he Post Off i ce reform b i l l is rec onsidere' in Congres • 
It mig. t even make sense to say that Postmast_r Blount wi ll 

• 
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not listen to vlh i t e house r e commendat i ons . I re s]:?ectfully 
r equ es t _t;Jl.e r ea l re~son --illl9.. ex.,press t o you i 1 a uvance my 
appreciation o f your a d vices . 

Why am I entitl_d to a definitive r eSDo n S9 ? 
To answe r t he q uestion I r suond I hav e been a c andida t e 
for p uo lic office on e leven occasion s and electeJ on e ach 
occas ion; t nat I am nresentl a Llember o f AssemLly as t h 
stationery i nd i cates, and have been f or t ILe pas t sev en ea r s . 
P r i or t o t hat I served for two and one- half years as 
l ss i stant Secre t a r y t o t~ c Governor and nfora t h at as a 
County Supervi sor. I wa t he Rep u b l i c an Camoaig Chairman • 
•~ v o cation i s t he p ractice of law, but my avocation has 
a l wa ys b een polit i cs. I nave l i v ed throug~ a County 
Chairma n n l ead i nq guilty to a moral s c harge ; navin ~oldwate r 
lo s e my dis tri.ct t: y near l 20, 000 v tes , ile I s urvived ; T. 

r unn i ng 2, 2-0 v o t es ahaaa 0 t te ~overnor in t~ last 
guLernatorial ele ction, but no e vent in mv 22 v ars as 
a gove r nma t official has b e n more d i s c o u rag i ng t .an 
the a ppo i n t ment of a dved- in-t e - woo l Democrat 'ho e son 
i s a t OD aide t o our Democrat Conqressm n ivho '. 1;:}'> fir s t 
elected in the Go ldwat~r debacle. 

Aga i n , I expr ess to vou mv a T)Dr e ciation f or 
your c ons i deration and advice s i n t h is ma tte r . 

. 1..:.o 1n c ere ...,y , 

~ JO l1l1 H. Terrv 

......­J HT:l j k 
Enc l osure 

'...7 ­
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TO: Honorable T. Elmer Bogardus 

PROM: J ohn II. Terry 

As you are ai.·:c1 c, on noverober 7 I had a 
breakfas t for a number of t h0 peop e who worked s o 
G~ligently in the 1 21st Assemblv District ~n b eha l f 
of the Republica n cand i du tes in the 1968 c ,:imp a ign . 
THo of those in attend,::mc _ W(~rt: :'·1 * and !irs. John Ha b le 
because they have both ilon e so much . 

I told .J ohn of r ccommcn ' ation made s e veral 
weeks -go to you,with he expectat i on Ric har" 1xon 
',:ould b·,; ou_ next Pres ide;1t, of .1i s appoi ')tmen t as Post­
m~ster for Syrac u se. This was don ~ after t alking with 
Pete Napier, who joins one hundred perc~n t in t~ e 

recommen ·ation . 

John said he had been anxious t o talk with 
m~ since 11: 00 ~'/ednesday ..,hen t il ,? ' lection of Nix o n 
was consummated, and hop8ful ! c o uld br ing to your 
attention the fact that Congressman r:ag] e y I § oowe r 
base has been in the SJracuse post offi c e . - I was of t he oninion all the jobs were c ivi l 
service and in the untouchable cateqor. whic p r e vail s 
in the Ileal t! and :' ~cr.t .:; l Hyq i e:ie Departments in Albany. 
I dmit being cxtre-:C 1'; ;1- iv,"' . Even though al l the 
jobs below tho lev~l o r Post~a~ter are c·vil s erv ice 
i ncluo.in(7 e v en ;", '3.- :";, -:-" . '- Pos ::',', . .::; tGr , po lit i cs pl ays a 
very promin ~ nt ru_o , ~~c ther ~~e ononinq be as a 
substitute ~3i: 2~~r~cr o r c : ief administrat ive 
services, at c ~t< .~ . 

fr~": :!.. ~.:~ 9 1-,z--'ntly soveral ~romi .ent vac a ncies 
in t~e Syracu~e)os t of~i c e and t e Act ing Postmaster , 
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w~o nr0viou~lv was Assistant Po~tmas ter , is sch _duled 
'~or rctiremc-nt next Aoril . C'li-Af J\dminis rativc Se r vice 
is nrc::;ently vac3.:.1t. Th2re a re "'cveral ne", jobs which 
ca:1'C' 0 t u nder date ot; ~lovemLcr 5 , 1968, one of ....'hich 
=-_ ;\rQS Safety Counsellor I \vhich is a civi l' serv' ce 
grace 10. 

I ,·;as no previously aware o f this but John 
pr~sently serves , and has served for the pas t t hree 
year , as Pr~sident of Syracuse Postal Supervior s Union 
so he knm"g 'dh reof he spe aks . Ile said "" hen t he 
Democrats came in t o power eight years ago the day af t e r , 
election a free ze order was placed o n al l j ob s . T li s 
lac done by placing appropriate pressure on t .e Req ~onal 

Dir""ctor "'ho has t he ricrht to order a halt o n a l l jobs. 
This can ~o done even wi'thout putting out a formal 
or~er because al l jobs i1 order to b e filled on e ve n a n 
actine basis have to be approved Ly the Regiona l Director 
:::0 I t: lcrefore , if he just doC's not a?prove any they a r c 
not fill e d . It is til r;:~ ore, suqqested that Charl ieI 

Scl-oen0ck cont.a ct ,71.,. C, Ha hn (Ac ting). Reg i o na l Director 
Post Off'ee , r~w York Rcqion , at t e main pos t o ff ice in 
New York City and t he freeze could be put on fo r t he 
entire state . 

I fo und of g reat interest til Hay in ,.;h i ch 
_it' . ll.::lnlcy has played a nrominent role in the anpointment 
of carri.::~rs al~ the Huy u)') to ~ cti ng Postmaster even 
t110Ugk they .:lre al l.::.ge:dlv c i vil snrvice jobs. The t e st 
that is given is app~rentlv leqit i~ate and i n order to 
qct SOine or. these jobs thv.t arc invo v e d in ta,kinq t he 
writt 'n te t you ave to get on tho l ist . Othe r j obs 
co not require test and they are c alled "specialty 
jobs h and t here are a nunbar of those . In both instances 
t e person d08 E go before a promo tional board which 
consists of the Actinq Postma~tcr, Canc r a l Supe rintendent 
of 1'1a1 s , eit.1Cr tLc Assistan t Gcwe:r.:.ll Su-per i nt endent of 
Mails (designated s~rviccs) or the s siscant Ge neral 
Superi ntendent of ~Q'ls (rostal services) , and when 
t.he pos t involves nc~') money t he l='inance c t ief, knmm 
as the C1lie r l\ccountant . is c a l led i n. They then d r aw 
up a list and oostensibly thl;~ Postmaster has to take 
one of the first thrGc . I'owevor , there are rna y ....'ay s 
of (Jetting around thi::; . 1\n export on his is a fe llow 
by the na~ of Don~ld S~ohrcr, wlo is a Pe rsonnel 
Off:cEr, and RC?ubl~can , and I am advi s ed he wou l d 
be q12..d to e,·~pl, in this ra ther complic,ated proces s to 
vou . 

~~v~: t~a t H nlev, on most jobs, will 
mak~ _~co u~~:~_~:ons to che Pos -master and he, in turn, 
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r:nictly lets the Chair:nan o f the Promotional Boarri knOh' 
of h i s requests and tha t name i s one of the names 
submitted. In o ne instance involvinq a relat i ve of 
Mike Callahan appa c~tly eve n Caffrey dec ided t his 
fellow coul d not do the job s o he rejected the ma n 
only to find the Regional Director suqgeAted to the 
Postrn. ster this ,as the man to hire , and guess what , 
he ~s in t:e job today . 

You may dc~irc t o desiqnate to have someone 
look into this more extensively and give yo u a report 
or you may wan t to l ook into it yourself, but in a n y 
event "he stop ord r -should be s ought immediate ly . 

JHT:ljk 

"------­
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