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July Z8, 1971 

EMORANDUM FOR TH FILE 

SUBJECT: 	 Lou Harrie' commentIJ 00 the President'. China 
Initiative 

H rrI . aid that, "politically th Pre id nt baa totally destroyed 
the ntire dov mov nt. He ie immu e now from critlolsm on 
Vi tnam, h has tak n the ia ue ov 1'". Ha1'r18 Ukened the 
Pr \d nt's China "ann neem nt to El8enhow r'a announcement 
that he would go to Korea. He lIaidlt • th singl most 81gni­
ftc nt. nd dram tic: for i n policy lnltiativ slnce 195Z. 

H w nt on to mak the polnt that only chard Nixon could do thie. 
No D mOCl'at could hav ev r pulled it off. H haa mor latitud 

o than any time slnce h has been Pl' sid nt. 

". - , . 
LOu r cornzn nd th t w bay of! th C0l18 rvatlve. with something 
e1 e~ giv them op In t e domestic area and they will quiet dowo 
on th Chin 1••u ., . 

Harri. indicaed th he would start a major field 8urvey during 
th e of July 26 and would me u1'e th Pr 8ident p 1'SOO 11y 
(Harris f e1 b ill b up..: will run trial h at8, wUl examin 
th Chioa qa etion in d pth nd will do very det Ued political 
analyelB).. 

We a1 0 talk d bout why ~h G llup Poll emed to show no chan 
Lou's fe ling i. that it do "0' h v th eenaitivlty that his does. 
that hie four c tegori 8 of re pon. t ad to aure shlft in public 
opinion roor r dUy t an G Uup . bi to· do. He also believes 
that Gallup do • not dl.co nt h -youn a~ th black.. Harrls, 
for exampl • putt e. ZO percent discount -0 young voter. which h 
no feeh th t Gallup i. not dolng 

H rris ho 	beli vee th t there is domestic playoff on the China 
h.u ..that we should no .t rt buUding do tic inltlatlv 8, how 
pro rea. on the domesUc nt. He m ntloned the environment 
par 
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z. 

rticularly bec u e h feel that we ne d to tr ngthen oUTselve 
with Ilpp r rniddl clals, suburb n voters, p rUcuiarly if we r in 
a I' ce with u akie. H think. that tho p bUc i now in a mood to 
b 11 V us and that if w talk about our domeltic goals th y will 
r iater much more £fectlvely than before. 

H cautioned. ho ever, that w h v a continuing serious problem 
on the economy. th tour credibUity is in b d .h P on the economic 
i lue and that the publlc attitudel are in b d sb pe. Therefor. 
ev n though w mUlt talk up the economy, w must do it in such 

w y th t we don't destroy our cr dibUlty. 

During th &me conversation, H rris reported to me on Steve Smith's 
call to him. Harris d refuled to talk to Kenn dy but ran into Srn1th 
at odal function. Smith' comment to H rris w 8 th t yo have 
"wiped up the floor with Edw rd. You bav t us back ix months. II 

Smith sa.id that KennedY'1 major ffort would be made in C t£ornia, 
that he would camp ign ou th th me of redeeming Bobby Kennedy' 

sa8sinatlon, t Bobby had on th CaIlfornia primary and no 
California Dem.o.crah should give the nomin tion to Teddy a a y 
of redeemlng Bobby' death. 

Harris aaid that the Kennedy p ople w re talki < openly in social 
circle in New York about Kennedy running. Th y make no bones 
bout it. 

Harrie feels that u.kie could "baok in". that K n edy n"l y reco nbe 
th t he do an't have t tr ngth.. H con.id red the indic tiona that 
Gillig n w jolning fore with Muekie to b ry significant and D 

obviou pi y for econd spot on the tick t. 

He went on to point out that uakie has hown no courage, no gut.; 
Nixon on the other hand ha., bown it II h reo That the Chin thing 

.tabliahea a str ngth of char cter that prob bly couldn't have b en 
achieved in ny other way. That peopl hav b en hungering for 
something this dramatic, lomething bold. We cannot over tlmate 
its im.p ct. It puts th President in total command of the international 
isBu am th p ac laeue. It W I a masterstroke of leadership• 
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1oV~~o:.I.ORANDU FOR: 

ROM: CRLCOON 

UBJECT: Ha riB Palh 

You va copt • of the Harri. poU. Kennedy for this ek. 

N xi e k wiU be t UI e trial atl, baed on the same field 

, 


a~rvey of Jun 9-1. The fi ore.. re identical to y. In 3. Y 

ace, th Preaid t trails uakle. 42-40, allace • 13, 5 

und i ed. ut in a Z - Y race, It' 46 ..46, 8 und c;:ld d. H rrla 
int de to play tM • "t r •• ident .. clo.. the ap on ulkle'l 
earUer 1 d" - - at l ....t t's th w y he', de.cl'tbed It to m • 

Harrh poinh out that t ere i normou. contra.t between 
M ski and K nn dy. Tb ai t ItUI oe. wen t.n the outh, 
40 to wanace'. Z7 to u.ld '. 26. ut, in th Weat, Muakie 

e ta u. 51-43, in th d- W st 49-41 d in th E at 48-35. 

arrla b II ve. that th dW r nee tur I on the vote in uburbs 
damon Iud pe denta. Int r ••tln ly, w do b tt r a alnat Muskl 

011 he r d ta than when th unIt ly vot r. a.r 1 .ted (the 
oppo.l II true th e dy). Thi. a in Wuaer t.a t Mu 1I::le 
do • b at th hlah income, etter dueate u urbanit a. In the 

S,OOO r y r 11 over cat.aory, the P re.ident at. KeD edy 
Z-36. but loa•• to MUI l 5'-,". tth t 1 dep ndent vote, 

ho ever, the re.ld nt eat. Mua 10 44-37 (0 the laat poll in May, 
.ki on th tn ependent vote 45 - 36 ut h haa off t this 10.a by 

iner .lng hi. 1 a in the 8ubu bl. 

Mar!'!. attributes q. '. atl' th to the fact that h L. bland, 
baa .. n utral1mac and doe. not I' ally c m acroa. I a rU. 
Democ at. Th 1 c ot controver y with r apect to u.kt ia at 
thh Urn hi. I' at ran , but will in du cour•• tend t w ar thin. 
Th rl. to him 1a t he will b c m. borina and unln.pirinl• 
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Lou'a cIoa I:t nd. Ho ard tein, t Ua im th t th re 18 t leaat 
a 0/50 ch nc t at McCarthy ill uteI' the Preaidential race al 
.. fourt party can t • A. r Bult. Harril haa done a 4- ay 
poll showing th Pre.ld nt t 37, uskle 35. Wallac 12 nd 

Ca thy 10. 

By Y of lucid nta! lnt Uigenc • Lou aye th t th Ke nedy p opl 
!lev that Humph y ia absolut ly dead a8 a r ault of t e Kennedy / 

Johnaon pap ra. that Mue ie ha e 11 b dly hurt but, that K n dy 
a not be n aaect d. I v to aa.ume from tbia that y fe 1 

there la DO ruboff from JFK to T ddy. 

On th lubj (It of th New York Times controv ray. H rrlt bell ~e. 
e should layoff the llsue • far &11 the PI''' heue is co eerned;. 

ae h putl it have co out very 11, that th real thruat hal 
been a alnat the Democrats and Kenn dy nd Jo 80n. He 1a in 
th fi Id 1'1 ht now t rmlnln h t th p rthan fallout hal been. 
Baled on hat h said I can PI' tty w 11 eurmia what h ill com 
up ith. 

He dviaea that w bowd be car ful not to appear to loat ov I' the 
Democrats· problema, _pecially L J, nor ahould e on the other 
hand pp r overly concer ed bout the ree t rev lations. We 

hould It y boy the ttl i he b Ilev II that P ntagon Paper 
controver.y Ul continu whU th preas l au f de. aDd that our 
Job i. to p th tocu on th DemocratB. Harris doe. not b 11 ve 
that th pres. i ••ue i a gut h. ,that it doe.nlt really feet people 
or motlvat them. T f lin that they hay be n dup d and delved, 
however. is a .trong em tio point that will endur • 
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