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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 11, 1971 

l1EMORlH®V} '1 FOR: PAT BlJi HANAN 

FROM: G RY <DEN~ 

I h ad to be very candid in the atta.ched :ceport. As you 
can see, some of th is with regard to housing 15 so 
sensitive that I would not even discuss this with the 
s. C. GOP EXECUtive COf,h'11 i t tee . 

; . 

. j 



l~jE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHING T ON 

January 12, 1971 

MEf-10RANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROlVi: 	 HARRY S. DEN1" 

SUBJECT: 	 SOU'I'H CAROLINA GOP CHAIRMANSHIP 

Attached is em article giving the full tex·t of a speech I made 
to the South Carolil'la GOP Executive Committee before the elec­
tion . of Ken POv\1el1 over Cordes Seabrook as the new State Chairman. 
I told Bob Haldem~3.n ahd the J'..ttorney General I was going to have 
to take some part in this election. 

While I 	 W2..S C'ha irman (1965-1968), ,'Ie started making some small 
bre(';lkt.hroLJghs wit·h t .he blad:s. "1', I.,r ide=; open ir.v .it~ation "'Ia.s issc:ed 

.J 	 to all, and I spoke and debated before black groups. My §uccessor, 
Rav Harris, refused to do any of this. Thus, this attitude, plus 
the Watson mistakes, put the racist tag allover our party in 1970. 
Our O'(,;n GOP Mayor of Greenville called us racist. 

Harri.s was convinced t .oresign as the paid Chairman. However, he 
. was dedicated to continuitig his policies so he would not be re­
pudiated. So, he quietly lined up the votes for Powell and then 
announced his resignation. 

There were several problems with Powell: teo young, no prestige, 
three times a loser, he managed a race-tainted county campaign in 
1970, and he gained a law partner who planned to make a killing 
out of the FHA 235 housing program now under investigation by 
Congress. 

Seabrook had run winning campaigns in his area, where he put black 
and white votes together. Also, he had won election himself and 
would have no potential conflicts of interest as a successful 
businessman and community leader. 

DETS"lr· 1 · ~i) TO BS AN 

lC :I. L'. ,,:,; ~ :.:.}' .- ..:; MA.i\KGG 
E. O. 12005 , Sec ion 6-102 

£'I~ AF.S, De t e_'!j?::tJ.f Jb 
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The new' Chairman is to be unpaid again, as it was pre-Harris. 
powell had to be subsidized as a County Chairman and now he has 
taken in a partner who has no law business. Their plan is to 
attract builders as clients and get for thp~] 235 and 236 
allocations (very lucrative). I found Harris already in the 
housing business and going big when he leaves. The South 
Carolina Housing Director understands to watch the potential 
housing conflict very carefully. 

A conference 'Nas held 'tJith Harr is and all this \vas expla ined. 
He said he had the votes and would not change to let a moderate 
be elected. He based his pos ition on fear of repudiat.ion of his 
leadership and loss of white votes for the party. He was given 
a post-election poll showing the President (51%) and Thurmond (49%) 
to be dOvlD in approval because of the evolution of more whites 
into moderates and thus a disdain for the racist party label. 
The poll showed 88.3% want the party's appeal to be unquestionably 
to all voters, black and white, and that 93% of the Republicans 
favor tha.t: change. Barr is I in November, raIn.med a resolution 
through the Commit·tee defending himself and pledging to "seek 
the votes of all \',11'10 belioeve like we do." This position registered 
40/

' /0 the poll" 

It was decided that I should make the attached lof'ty speech to the 
Commi·ttee and give them the poll figures. This I did. However, 
the pro-race feeling was stronger than expected. So, ~hey voted 
for Po,vell. Since ·then , Powell has said he will try to broaden 
t.he party's base. However, he has little credibility am0l!g the 
blacks and the emerging white moderates because he is known as 
the man who fough·t election of the first two blacks to get in the 
Legislature in 100 years. 

My statement is receiving good publicity in South Carolina and 
editorials will be coming from most papers. At least, the 
President will be free from the taint regardless of what happens 
to the party and on the side of the 88% who want an open party. 

Thurmond was agreeable to either candidate. He ii ' hiring a black 
staff member and is appointing one to West Point. 

Thus, the impression will grow that this fig'ht did get results and 
removed the President and me from the racist taint in South 
Carolina. 
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Harry' S. Dent, fl'Jrmer 
chairman of the South Cuoli­
na Republican Parly and now 

· adviser to PJ"2sidcnt Richard 
M. Nixon, ,sunday congratu­

' lated the newly-ekcted chair­
man and call ed for a hroader 
based S. C. GOP to i1ppcal to 

· all people. . 

D.ent appil ~'ertJy cr:~ors,cd 
Ari.(lersc!·~ rJll.st~~C-:;:::~;:"! F.i1 ~·o ru(\s 
G. S2ahzDol·: Jr.) rJ!o '.i:as tk~ 
fe::tcd for chairn:~rl S<l t.urday 
by C()~u~!lbJa a.·.t():-ncy C. I~C Ji" 

· neth l'owetl Jt a meeting of 
the st at(; execu ~ivc commilte",. 

Dent s;lici Sunday, "1 made 
a statement of pri; lcipb to 
the comm it leE: and a\'oidcei 
any discus:;io l1 of illdividu<tls 

· cr perso n21ilic:;. I set fGrl h 
the idea I tr ", its of a good 
cha irman. 

My prime concern \',';]" to 
see <I rna ,l elected whose J e~d­
~rship WGllld convince every­
one thJ t this party WClcO[ flC S 
and seek., ,he sljpport of ail 
Witll G1i~ ,H~y qlle~l;on, I am 
hopeful this imilge wiil be re­
flected by the Eel'! chairman, 
He has my congratulations ." 

Dent made .it clcar ill his 
statement Saturday that he 
was speaking (lS an indi vidua l 
and nol as a spokesman fo:' 
the admini~tra~i()n, 
. "A responsible politic;;l par­
ty," he said, "is one thal is 
viewed by the voters <lS being 
bro"d enollgh in its philo30ph­
ical hasi.' to emhrace a \'arie­
,ty of ideas and iclcJIs. It . 

--- -- -----'----­;,. . . 

(Contin lled From loB) 

opposing pi\rly to be );ooll'n 
as the pi\rty that goes for­
ward. 

A party cannot 10!1;; e:dst 
wit h 0 II t sllfficicnt support 
from \'ol eI'5, ~1:li1V cilizcns in 
this sta te wilnt to' b() RC[lllbli ­

Ci1 ns and h:lI,'C ir.di~ ; ltcrl th il t 
thcy will joi n with us if tr.cy 
are sme of a \','C! Cl) iT'.~, 

i\lany olher;; , nOlllin,· l pilr­
ticip~nl~ in Olll' pariy nn\\', 
hilve told me lh .lt the v will 
become mlll'e in\'rJ! \' (' ,1 rn tili ·, 
Pilrly d ,; l0r.g ;1 S t';~y [d i , ~\,~ 
it is open, r C:~ l),)i1:;i ... e all" f,Jr­
wilrc! ·looki;l b, . 

Lcl liS rcflltt~ til e illl agr ;;iv­
en U:i by opponeni.,; th ,l t til he 
a !1cpllblicil n is to he re:1C· 
tinllJ ry, Lct t: ~ sl:l1 ',\, in r:I' rrl 
!l nd cl eed lin t 'se ::oul:, CJro· 
lin ,1 Itcllubli c Ji lS ;HC Clll: SC- {'\'­

atil'c in our p'J litiol lo; '~ bllt 
the mu:;ic \'. C plJ;: Li in h11'­

mo-,ny with til;) tintl's in Ililich 
\Ie nrc ('all rd to lire ann to 
lr ~ rI. 

' " :'''~''.''' .. 
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re a(hcs oul to ail the people, 
The com p!cte Dent sU.,t e· 

mcnt to th e com"liltce fol­
JOl'.'s: 

I welcome this oPllorluDily 
to b~ able to share with you 

. today my deep conviclions on 
a vital matter at a critical 
time in th e history of our 
state Pdl'ty, 

I am especially delighted to 
be here with the people \': hu 
hJve meant the most to me 
during my ycars of service to 
the parLy. You have becn my 
trus ted fri enels and allies in 
numerOlls polilical campaign3. 

With this in mind, come 
before yOU toJay to purtray 
the kind of Illan we need 1.0 

be o<lr chairm ,!n in the com­
ing monlhs. WhJt the votin:; 
pllh~ic thin ks of us <IS Rcp:.:h­
li cans will l m'~cly hinge Ort 
whclher we hJ ve litis kind of 
mJn as Ollr state IeJdcr. 

1. A m~ n II'bo h;l3 1','):1 bl' 
hi s i\chievem~:\ts ~ ccrl ::in 
rcco::nil!0i\ '.nei JCCClll ;,llce 
aIlIG':,; <I!1. the citil Ct~S ',);: r.l;-; 
CCIll:;llI l! : t ·.' :\Oei·or stale, 011l' 

parly i\,lei' ils candida le.; \1.ill 
rlt'i'i \'C hoe ll 'cfit from the prc.;· 
t i~(' r.i .)ucn a n1 ~n. T;' t3 L:; 
tr. ',~ kit: :'! of prcstig~ lhi3 p,1l'ly 
<i~scn' c;; ! 

2, A man who comes to the 
position as a s"crifit.:e of per­
son:!l gain-lh:lt i", he h:ls 
nlll ('h to give lhe party Rnd 
di)CS n'lt se rve as a mCJns of 
perso n:! 1 gi~ill, 

3. A Ill :ln \1110 hl'ill;::, I,illl 
him "- record of ~I I ( CT.'.; in hi .; 
Pl'tlr,':;sion, COllllll\lllil)' Jc:lr!,' r· 
~I~i~l : . ~lI')lil i(';11 liCe-in .<hrd, ;l 

·1 hc.v<l unbou nded perso[,,?! 
appreciatien for what yfr",l 

have done in b2half of rcspOll­
sible governm~nt. I hope 1 
have demonstrated this graH­
tude to YO:1. . 

What I will relate to you i!>.. 
d~y are my own ' ~ersona! 
\,[e\':5 'JS a Darty mcmoef a;:a 
con tr ihutor":"'no'. as :t gove';,­
rr:f~ :1t . cJ~ ;)loye, allhollgh I :!i;­

eke (;\ ;5 may b," di[ficdL{v 
dif(t:rerd i?~e. 

The ren son W,J <ll'e fa'ck~ 
sllch a crucial time is Ix­
cau se the decision yOlt wilI !.'e 
making here will deccrm~lre 
for mdny years lo come t1:;:: 
future of th e Republica il P2 ~­
ty in lhis staLc, We are-. .i I'" 
deed standing at a crossro.ad. 
•yo~ are in the ~rocess " or 

cnoos]ng a !1~\'; chatrmCtf:. .j."
out' stQtc par ty. The chc,,i c;, 
you make will, in my j::Jf~~­
m<Jp.t, determine for iI de~~c 

. whether most of the pcop!e 
will believe we have a ire· 
sponsible and reali stic I\;~'Ji.db· 
Iica!] Party as aii cf[c:cfu ~ 
fo rce in this state, 

A responsible poJi tic' ~l par ty 
is one that is viewed by fbe 
vot~ l'S as being broad cno~l! 
in its philosophical b::lse 1.I.i 
embrace a varie ty of idea; 
aJ<d ielenls. Il reaches oul ~ ,) 
all the people, It docs not [eel 
threatened or frightened b y 
those who are innov;ltive !Dr 
those who arc dif[er~nt. l! 
knows th al when demands £inr 
conformity become abso Ite 

4. ,\ m ~n big cliou;;h t0 ;ac­
cepl Ihe cntire sti'te Jnd ' i'-~ 
po[ulation . 

5, A man d,o i:; sOll;;hl' In;. 
th e office ~ I\d nt>t ncccs.3aeily 
one scekill~ th ~ ,,[fice. • 

Ii . .\ rr.:, (l until!llld b·: (thi! 
! n: z:;~ (j f it r-o:i li cJI P,),;tl>c' (' 
th.; p:l::t, ll:cl't'hy nl ct ~i!:; !n;. ~T 
c a (id;d ;-dt'~' npP J~·"d.s for b :·.C:; ~td 
votcr suppo rt n10t'~ clif: ic:ut J-. tr 
altair... 

7, A m"r. cf mitlwily a"ld 
strcr.6th of purprlse 1':h lllS:' 
leadership can cl'eJtc a r.·i~W 
day for compelitive [l1'O'PZlt'ty 
politics in Soufh Carolina. 

In clos in~, let me <ldd tLis: 
In thi s g111le of lj:-~ ::I~;: in 

pol itics, \IC Ilw' l Ii\'c by t'Jllr 

principl e.; ilncl Cll!' illility 10 
r~rce i\'(,--th ~t i.;. ollr hi!):,,'-)· 
C (L;.~ <lnc! I'j"i ,l n of \\,l ·,;. L i; 
r ir ht :Inc! h·', l IInd er tI:" <ii,­
l'111Il , t:lilC,'S in which Ill' ILi ndI OIII'''C!r·cs. 

- they are fatal. 
Illy friends, lhe voters must 

vicw us as being capable 'of 
encompass ing lhe needs 'dnd 
aspiratio;ls of all o[ the peo­

.pIe of our slate , This is true 
whether all .or only part 
choose to join our cause. 
. you sec, my fri e:1 GS, a po­


ltt.lcill pa rty, I!l(e govcr;T\cJ:t 

Hs(' :f, rn! ! ~ i~ b~ bread ~ rFJ~~5~ I 

to scr've all lhl~. pcop i e~ f 

We mllst conti~ua!1 y r0a~- I 
1> ;ss to make su~e that \\'e 
are that kind of party and! 
t· t ·t· , '1 t "tla Cl Izens . r.!:'lW 1, t} . •,e II 
true. I 

Pedlaps what we are t~lk- : 
ing about is having 'd hroad ­
ha~ed image at poli tic:al Ci1[.'il­
bilitv. 

F8illlre to project sitch an 
image \,,,ill resu!l in our bei:1Z 
iOl'ceci into narrolY i'll\S which 
lea\,e little roelHl for f;rowth 
or the dcvclopm"Dt of brigh t 
new k,.dc'l's. 

CC'l'O'('n'dtiv:.' Rep'.lblicani ~ ':1 
should !lever mean il;f1cxibili­
ty. On the contr8.ry, intelli­
gent flexibility is OUl' pope. 
For only in this way will we 
be able to discover the chang­
ing needs of· O'Jr p~op!e, be 
respo nsi ve to their demanei3 
and provide ·effective leader­
ship. . 

We mU3t not allo\\' our­
selves to become known as 
the party of going hack any 
more than we can !lllow an 

(Sec DEl\T, S-B, Col. fJ . 

.., 
'1 

\ 

• A wise' politic;11~ader once 
advisr.d m~ th ,\t i.n politics 
timing is c \·cr )'t! ~i ll;;. r have 
never fo rgotte n the mc~.;~~r. , 
so I rcc;,il it here tGeI;} ;: he­
causc !lOW is a ti me t,l \c,o~ 
ahead aJ;c\ nol b:ick, n<)'·,', is a 
time to SUnln'on our fi nc :; t to 
ie?dc r~hip and thcn folloll' 
lr.cm to \·iclory . 

I ha\'c; dc\'oted con~irl e rablc 
time and studv to wll:tt I 
ha ve saicl to )'o-u today. I be­
lieve it to be what is right 
and rea li ~ l;c. 

\ 
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