
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. ,0506 

-S:E--€ R ET 
March 13, 1973 

Nati onal Security Study Memorandum 17 6 

TO:	 The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
Chairman, NSC Under Secretaries Committee 

SUBJE CT:	 Review of US -Soviet Bilateral Is s u es 

The P re s i d e nt h a s requested the Chairman, NSC Under Secretaries 
Committee, to conduct a review of all bilateral issues that are presently 
the subje ct of discussion or negotiations with the Soviet Uniori , Addi­
tionally, as part of this review, he h as requested a canvass of all 
agenc i es to identify pos sible new areas for bilateral agreement as 
well a s areas for augmentation of existing US-Soviet a g r e ernents , 

The review should include a de scription of each is sue, its current 
status , the prospects for agreement, and the pos sible interrelationshi p 
with oth e r questions being discussed with the Soviet Uni o n , Addi.ti onaIlv, 
the review should identify any problems anticipated in negotiating an 
agreement on each issue as well as the anticipated timeframe for 
suc c e ssful negotiations. 

The review should address the advantages and disadvantages r elating to 
possib l e renegotiation of the two-year Cultural Exchanges Agreement as 
a l o n g - t e r m , general agreement. 

In ke e p ing with the P'r e s i dant ' s directive, those is sue s being considered 
as pos s i b l e future sub-agreements within the work of the US- USSR Joint 
C om m i s s i o n on Scientific and Technical Cooperation -- i , eo , agricultural 
re search, transportation and oceanography - - should be included in the 
r e v i ew, While these issues may be dis cussed by the scienc e and technology 
c om m i s s i on , no f ina l agreements or understandings should be concluded on 
these subjects at the forthcoming meeting of the cornrni s s i.cri, 

The review should not include such issues as SALT, CSCE and MBFR; 
nor s h ou l d it include any is sue s relating to the US -Soviet Trade Agreeme nt 

and the work of the US- USSR Joint Commercial Commission. 
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The Cha.i r m a n, NS C Under Secretaries Gorrirrri tt.e e , is request ed to 
subrrri t the review no later than March 26. 1973. for conside r a tion b y 
the NSC Sen i or Review Group. The President has directed t h a t no 
a g r e e rne n t s wit h t h e Soviet Union b e initialled or otherwise concluded 
w itho ut his app rova l. 

I J. L -- _ 
Henry A7K i s s inger 

C C : T h e Dire cto r of Ce nt r a l Intelligence 

T h e Cha i r rrr a n , Join t Chi e f s of S t a ff 

SECRET
 


