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| talked to (unintelligible) before | talked
to Petersen. He said there was nothing new
today. Strachan's coming in with Fred
Vinson, Jr., his | awer.

|'l1l be darned.

God damm it. And, uh, he said that, he said
that he hadn't had been able to deal uith

Magruder, and, uh, there's still, hesaid I
| said, "Well, I'll tell himwhen | see
him” He said, "All Right.” | said, "Wl

(unintelligible) getting himfor that, and
uh, so | don't know, Dean's probably still
uh, he said they're struggling there,
there's soneone there that's tal king to Dean
at the nonent and they're trying to make up
their m nds what to do.

They're not talking to himor they are?

At the nenent he indicated that they, were
not. So we should just trying to figure out
what our |ine should be today. | said,
"That's fine.” You still think it's to our
interest not to have Dean get the, be given
i mmuni ty?

(Sighs) Uh, he has inmmunity, he's got to
del i ver.

Yeah. Yeah. [It's a veritable piece of,
it's an incentive for himto lie.

But, the, the problemhere is that he has
one incentive to deliver against Bob and ne.
He has another incentive, on the other hand,
if he doesn't take inmunity to deliver

agai nst you.

That's right.
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Now, Bob and | parsed out pretty carefully,
what his, what his, Bob's recollection of
the neeting that you had with Dean was, the
bl ackmai | bits of stuff.

Yeah.

And, it's Bob's recollection that there's
nothing in that neeting, even if it were
tape recorded and, and published, that could
harm you in the sense of you appearing to
obstruct justice.

Well, the way | suppose you could have it
was that, uh, he got that information and
that set ny mnd agoi ng, but we tal ked about
bl ackmai | and the cost and so forth, and
then | just set up on our own doi ng our
(unintelligible) and so forth. Now, --

You had, according to the records, and we
were, we've been back in trying to
reconstruct the stuff fromrecords, you had
a series of neetings with Dean --

Yeah.
Ei ght or nine of them
OCh, that many?

Bi ng, bing, bing, bing, bing, all in a row,
oh, well that nmay be five or six, but

anyway, quite a few, several of themrunning
over an hour. ..

Yeah.
and - -

VWl l, sone of those are not nore than one
m nut e each.
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That's correct. That's correct, and |

don't, | don't have any way of know ng what

was said in there, or what he was giving you
t hrough that whol e process. Moore's at the

Grand Jury today.

That's fine.

| don't know why. Uh, he just called to say
that held been called in. But, uh, uh, a
lot will depend, | guess, on what took place
in those neetings that neither Bob nor

were in, where you tal ked to Dean and he
talked to you, as to whether there's any

vul nerability fromthe standpoint of...

Ch, hey Bob, tell himl'msorry, but | had
sonet hi ng cone up

Right, fifteen m nutes?

It'Il be about 3:15, and put in Kissinger at
3:45 now.

Ri ght, sir.

Fine. [|I'msorry.

In other words, if, if he doesn't get
immunity and he seeks to do the Presidency
damage, which | don't think he would do, I
|, thinking nore about it, | just don't
think he's made that way, but, assum ng he
did...

H s | awers are made that way.

you, you have to ask yourself what took

pl ace in those private neetings that m ght
have gi ven him any anmunition. 'Cause he
woul d have. .

| can begin that, if | remenber what was

sai d.
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Yeah. It's awful hard to know.

| don't know, | nean ---

But, that was a period of tinme, uh,

You're tal king about the Dean report, uh, --

that was a period of tine before you sent
himto Canp David to wite it.

Ri ght .

And, | think it's reasonable to assune that
the blasts in the newspapers, the M Cord
revel ati ons, the Gay Hearings, and the
charges agai nst Dean, all took place al ong
in that period of time. You were trying to
figure out what to do about Pat Gay...

Yeah.

You were trying to find out from Dean what
the circunstances of his contacts with Gay
may have been..

Ri ght .
uh, about the raw files, the raw FBI fil es.

(unintelligible), or else we're tal king
about this case, and, uh, ---

vell, --

What do you do, uh, why I had, particularly
with regard to the rest, and if, if he's
certain he brought in information of that
kind with regard to the obstruction of
justice

Good.
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The fact that | did not ask, act on it then,
is --

Well, but you did, you began to act on it,
you see, and your course of conduct took you
over the, uh, uh, trip to San Cenente, and

back, and then all that week after you were
back - -

When did | put you in charge?
30t h of March.
And, why? What did | say?

Wel |, according to the notes, uh, M Cord
had nmade hi s charges..

Ri ght .

and, uh, Gray had made his charges that Dean
had |ied. ..

Ri ght .

and you said to ne, "look, Dean has to step
out of this...

Yeah.

"...and you'll just have to get in it and

take it over because |'ve got to have
sonebody to talk to and sonebody who can
advi se nme."

Right. R ght.

So, that was at noon, we left for California
at three, and between noon and three, if you

remenber, | went upstairs and drafted a
letter fromyou to ne...
Ri ght .

that set that out...
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and | handed that to you on the airplane and
you dated and signed it

kay. Right.
and | have that in the files.

Now, what report did-you make to ne? \Wat
was that report you nmade that you were
supposed to say that you got hold of, uh

| had a handwitten

Yeah, what, yeah, you didn't have any, what
in, what in, what in essence was it? Did it
indicate that Mtchell was invol ved?

Yes.

Magr uder ?

Yes.

Based on what, what Magruder --

Based on what O Brien told nme and what, uh
Magr uder had, had, Magruder and not yet
talked to ne, you see.

Ri ght .

But, based on what Paul O Brien had told ne,
based on what, uh, Dean had told ne ..

what did it have for obstruction?

Uh, it had that there were a nunber of
peopl e involved, that it was, that they
i ncl uded, uh, uh, Mtchell, uh,

Mar di an.
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La Rue.

La Rue, Magruder and Dean..
Uh, huh.

although I, I, it was not possible for ne to
say whether Dean's cul pability was crim nal
or not.

And that was all in your report?
That was in there.
Have you got those notes?

Yes, sir, | sure do.

Good.

They're still in |ong hand.
That's right. That all right

Ckay.
that's all right.
Leave themin | onghand

Al right.
Leave themin | onghand.
Al right. There's eight, eight, it's four

pages both sides.

Than you cal l ed, uh, Kleindienst, and told
hi m about that?

Vell, if you renenber, | talked to you, you
had me see Mtchell, you had ne see

Magruder, and then | called Kleindienst from
your office, and said that, what | had

You sai d- -
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...was largely duplicated by what Magruder
had told ne.

Oh. You called himafter Magruder

had tal ked to hinf

Yes, sir.

But, uh, you were planning that before?
That's right.

You never had tal ked to him

That's correct.

you told ne you had talked to him..
"At's right.

By the tine you saw ne tonmorrow. So
basically, we both canme to the wire at the
same tinme?

That's, that's about it.
That's pretty good.
That's about it.

No, | think what Dean is referring to, John,
must be that, that they stuck with that and
then prior to the Watergate and the nati onal
security

well, uh, --

On that, we just have to be stonewal ling, of
cour se.

That's, that's in the |laps of the gods asl
see it, and, uh, --

Dean and Hunt and all were --
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| tell you the, again, the, uh

aut horization for that, 1've been going
through ny old files up there.
Yeah.

The way that project was finally represented
to me was that it was a covert | ook at sone
files, which could be read to be that they
wal ked in when the nurse wasn't | ooking and
they flipped through the file. Un, -

This the Ell sburg case?

Yes. It wasn't until nuch later that we
| earned that they had actually conducted a
burgl ary.

What about the other thing, the wire, the,

W r et appi ng?

The wiretapping, in nost cases, uh, was
conducted under the statute by

The Bur eau.

| eave of the Attorney General by the Bureau.
What about the, but we did sone private

W r et appi ng?

Well, except it never cane off, you see. It
was never conducted, they could never do it.
We had the idea --

Dean had told nme he thought it was done.

He may, he may have, but, uh, uh, the only,
the only private one that | know of that was
not actually conducted by the Bureau under
proper sanction was one that was gonna be
attenpted, in Georgetown,...



APRI L 18,

1973, FROM 3: 05 TO 3:23 P. M 10

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

(Unintel ligible)

and they were, they were never able to do
it.

That's pretty good.

Yep.

Third point, uh, should | get Dean in
sonetinme and talk to hi mabout ny various --

| tell you, Ziegler's got a pretty good
thing going with him

That's difficult.

And, they talk, and Ron seens to keep him
cal mred dowmn. Now, there is one problem uh,
Fred Fielding called nme this norning...

Yeah.

...and said, "What shall | do with all these
notification of subpoena and so forth when
they conme in here" Fred, and | said, "Fred,

| can't advise you what to do.” And he
said, "well shall I talk to?” And | said
"Well, I can't tell you, why don't you talk
with the President.” And, uh, (Laughs) he

| ooked sort of non-plussed but, uh, there is
a problemthere, they have no | eadership in
that office. Dean's hiding out at hone and,
uh,

Ri ght .

just a question of getting sonebody in there
to take that over

The problemw th Dean's office is not too
difficult. He didn't want to be down there.
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Apparently, apparently, is it, do you have
that arrangenent with him that he's -

No, no. | didn't get himon that.
He just left?
No. | didn't, | never thought it would, uh,

| didn't think Dean woul d want tostayaiay
fromthings.

Well, I"mjust going to nake a note that
we've got to figure out sonething to do
about continuity in that office.

Uh, if you don't think it ought to be done,
tell nme.

Uh, uh, the, the routine stuff maybe,
'menber we said yesterday what we woul d do

i s have himcheck everything with More, but
if Moore's going to be out of pocket, uh,
then that isn't going to work

God damm it, it'd been narvel ous.
It could, and, and, in terns that, uh, --
of know edge.

I n checking back in ny records, it's
fascinating. | have had no nore than two
meetings a nonth with Dean over a period of
a year, uh, in, alone. | have had severa
nmeeti ngs involving Dean and Moore. | have
had several neetings involving Dean and Bob.
Uh, he, he, couple of nonths, maybe. And,
uh, -

| was thinking that, uh, after this neeting
today, | mght go up to Canp David and try
to see if | can break ny sl eeping pattern,
but, ...
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Good, --

Do you think it'd be all right if you go up?
If you' d like me to, sure.

And Bob m ght go up

Be happy to.

You have a little rest on your hands.

Ckay.

It's necessary as hell.

Fi ne.

You don't think that would present any-aw,
the hell with it, we're gonna go ahead and
act as if we're

doi ng busi ness sure.

They'd figure we're tal king, maybe get, get
Henry to go-no he's a pain in the ass
(unintelligible). Uh, well, the Dean trick,
let's put it in basic terns of charges and
so forth, was shocking, God dammed Dean

but, uh, it was ny mstake, | was just
trying to find out what to do and he seened
to be working toward the same end. But, |et
me ask you this, John, the only problemthat
| see is whether or not the conversation
that occurred in Dean's reporting to ne,
whet her or not he interpreted that, and you,
and and, we, sort of a concerted plan here
at the Wiite House to see how we coul d
absol ve the Wite House and ot hers,
(unintelligible) this is part of the
cover - up

Well, you know, |I’'ve been giving that a | ot
of thought, trying to parse it out, I, | had
atalk wwth Cdark Mc G egor today, because
right after the convention..
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Yeah.

uh, I wanted to see us nake a cl ean breast
of

| know

to 1701 situation...

Ri ght .

and | called Cark to get his
recol |l ection...

Ri ght .

of that whole thing. He said Dean provided
himw th a scenario at that tinme, uh, typed
out .

Ri ght .

And he said it was such a phony...

Bit.

...thing, that that's what turned himoff.
Yeah.

And I'’m finding out all the way through
here, John was a guy that, that always put
bl ocks. That he...

He's a clever fellow like that son of a
bitch (unintelligible) Mtchell

(Unintelligible) that's that's, you see the
thing I"'mtelling you, heuas downfield
bl ocking for Mtchell the whole tine.

Then our, then we can just brush him
(unintelligible)

Yeah, and he's got a conflict of interests,
because he's not |ooking out for you,

Yeah.
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EHRLI CHVAN: ...he's looking out for Mtchell, and
sonehow or all an other, | imagine, in his
m nd, he ver, sincerely thought there was a
coi nci dence of interest.

PRESI DENT: That's right.

EHRLI CHVAN: But, it's a fatal flaw. And | can renenber
very vividly Bob comng in seven or eight
nmont hs ago and sayi ng, "Do you know what
we' re doing?” He said, "W're saving
Mtchell's ass.™

PRESI DENT: Bob Hal deman, you nean?

EHRLI CHVAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: Before the el ection?

EHRLI CHVAN: To ne.

PRESI DENT: Before the el ection?

EHRLI CHVAN: Yes, sir. Well, | don't know,

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

EHRLI CHVAN: Before or around that tinme, it was six,
ei ght nmonths ago. He said, everthing we're
doi ng around here, all the heat we're
taking, all the gas we're taking, he said,
"I think Mtchell's behind this thing, and I
think that if we went to disclose this whole
thing, that's who would fall." Well, quite
honestly, | suspected the sane thing..

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

EHRLI CHVAN: ... W thout having any evidence of it and
that's the reason | wanted to open it all up
after he was gone.

PRESI DENT: Now Dean, now Dean tried to keep you

(unintelligible)?
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Yeah. Yeah. [It's a tough one well, uh, as
| get into these -

Well on the immnity thing, let nme say, I'm
uh, I'mleaving it, frankly, that | put that
chart across the table,

Yeah.

...now they've got to make up their m nds.
| think 1"ve, that is the right thing to do
in any event.

It, it certainly read right.
Yeah.
You know, from the standpoint --

| think nore than that part of reading,
told the Assistant Attorney Ceneral

t hought it, it was wong to, uh, | thought
it was, so they'd probably cone in and ask
Dean to keep his (unintelligible) shut. I
don't think his --

Yeah. Yeah.

He obviously can't believe that fromtal king
to Ziegler (unintelligible) that during this
time the U S. Attorney was forecasting this,
that and the other, and so forth. | think
at that tinme, they were sucking himin.

Yeah. Yeah.
Sucking himin.
O he was sucking us in, | don't know which.

Well, the idea being, well, | can get these
big fish for you.
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EHRLI CHVAN: Yeah. They're going to bring the things he
was saying to us.

PRESI DENT: Yeah. Right.

EHRLI CHVAN: Al the time we're lulling and, uh, saying,
you know, that they're not after all of us--

PRESI DENT: Well, when | talked to him John, | said
this, now!l think that, John et ne tell you
this, | said to Dean, | said" Any
conversation you have with ne is privil eged.
You understand?” He said, "Yes,
understand.” | said, "Any conversation in
the national security area, even if you're
there, is privileged. You understand that?”
He said, "fine." "Everything else is not
privileged,” so | went through all the whole
thing. But that, that doesn't necessarily
restrict the President, does it?

EHRLI CHVAN: Vell, our fellows, our lawers are trying to
figure out how that privilege is asserted.
You mght, it mght be an interesting thing
to put Petersen to work on that. Ask himto
give you a brief on how your Executive
Privilege is asserted in a crimnal case of
this kind to keep a wtness from nmaki ng the
nati onal security disclosures.

PRESI DENT: ( Si ghs)

EHRLI CHVAN: Let himrun a brief out for you.

PRESI DENT: What other (unintelligible). Unh, the, uh,

oh, the, the, he didn't tell me about Moore
com ng down and di scussing things with him
so, and uh, -oh, he said the Ervin

Comm ttee, they're having problens with
Senator Ervin's Conmittee, but the Counsel
has defeated, uh, the, if you ask ne, kind
of, that silly thing Kl eindienst worked out
t o subpoena the records on
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M Cord and, uh, LaRue, | don't know, there
were a coupl e others he nentioned, but they

The FBI reports?
Yeah.
Huh.

And, of course, this just drives Petersen up
a wall. The Prosecutors (unintelligible)
t hreatened to go on.

Sur e.
They' Il be all right. (Unintelligible)

Hum hum hum Well, they can fight with a
cadaver.

| think they're, | just, | virtually thought
the, the, uh, Commttee, and the
Prosecution, | don't think there so God dam
sure there of their ground on you and Bob.

| just don't think it's true. | don't know
whet her or not you'll analyze it after you
think about it a couple of days, but, --

| fell better about it after getting into
the facts under the, --

Well, apart fromthe facts, the way it is
John, why don't you circle around and get
that Hunt and (unintelligible).

Fi ne.
VWhat ?

Burns has got a couple of personality
(unintelligible).

I, I (unintelligible) straighten that out.
Good.



