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And then there'll be a commttee bill which
we' ||l support.

Absol utely.

Yeah. Okay. Good, and we'll publicly state
our position at the time we have one.

Sur e.
kay.
G eat, John.

Well, that's the only thing up to -- that it
needed. . .

VWhat about Gray's uh (unintelligible)...

Al right. If you d like to get into that,
uh. ..

| think this, uh, | really don't feel nyself
that, uh, -- |I"'ve thought about it these and
sonme other things. 1've been doing a |ot of
t hi nki ng about it. | think we had better

take a known quantity wi th weaknesses that
we're aware of in this particular area than
to try to take sonebody else. Gay is
loyal. Uh, | realize he's weak in sone
areas. Uh, | realize there'll be sone
confirmati on problem but let's |ook at that
for just a nonent. Maybe it's just as well
to have Gray get up there and have them beat
hi m over the head about Watergate, and have
hi m say what the hell he's done.

Well, he's prepared to do that. |[|'ve been
over this today with John Dean to see..

Um hmm

...what he says the problens wll be. He
says it will be a very long, very tough
confirmation, and will be an opportunity for
a
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different set of Senators to get into the
Wat ergate than the Ervin group

Yeah.

It will be the Tunneys and Kennedys.

Ri ght.

And the Bayhs and so on. But recognizing
that --Gray tells a very good story.

Um hmm
And he coul d be expected...

He tells, he tells basically the story that
| think ought to be done -- but the main
problemw th Watergate are not the facts.
Sure the facts, the this, that, and the
other thing, the main problemis the
covdr-up thing.

Yeah.

Now damm it, we just can't have an
appearance of cover-up. And | think we can
sinply say that, yes the -- we, we want --
and let himget up there. You see if you
don't, if you kick himupstairs to the
Crcuit Court, they'll say that we're
afraid... There's no way we'll get around
it. it'll look |like a cover-up. It does
get a different set. It gets Kennedy,
Tunney and the rest. So that they' Il get
after Gay. Gay, it seens to nme, nmakes a
rat her good inpression. | don't know, |
haven't seen on tel evision. Does he?

Reasonably good. He's very earnest.

Yeah. (Umm
Uh, he's very square corners.
Yeah.

You know, kind of the retired Navy Captain.
Uh he, he's vul nerabl e according, according
to John's analysis. He's vulnerable on two
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counts. One is whether or not he handl ed
Wat er gat e adequately and John says, "I think
he'll acquit hinself very nicely there."
He does.

The other is his stewardship of the Bureau
over the period of the | ast eight nonths.

Yeah.

There, John says, uh, the established
bur eaucracy of the Bureau will be feeding
al | kinds of garbage..

Yeah.

...to the Commttee...

Yeah.

...and Gay will be on the defense.
Mm hnmm

So he says, we're liable to be in for a few
surprises, on other cases or oth-- the
handling of other matters or things of that
kind that are incalculable right now. But
he said he doesn't think that he is in
serious jeopardy, and on bal ance, he thinks,
uh, Gray is, as you say, is a known
quantity. He is a guy we can tell to do
things and he will do them Now he's been a
little weak on that.

| know.
... because of this.
Yeah.

He's been afraid of what he'd have to face
at the time of confirnmation.

Yeah.
John says
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Once he's confirnmed
He thinks if...
He' d be tough.

...1f, but only if, you call Gay over and
you read himchapter and verse. And you
say, "Pat...

|'"d agree to do

He says you. Now | can do this, but, but,
he said you

Ri ght .

Uh, you would say, "Pat, | had an
arrangenment with J. Edgar Hoover that up
until now | have not had with you and |
mssed it. Once you're confirmed, | want it
understood that we go back to a personal

rel ati onship.

Wt hout the Attorney General.
...that when | call, you respond.
Um hnm

And that we have to have a, a absolutely
tight rel ationship.

Well, how can we get it so that not only |
call but if you call?

Well, then you could del egate that and, and,
uh, go fromthere. As it is now, uh, John
says we made a mistake in, in the inception
in not tying himdown tight enough. But we
did it, for a nunber of reasons. He, he was
contingent, and we had this thing hanging
up, and he's tracked reasonably well. Now,
he has sone guilty know edge in connection
with the Watergate that only Dean and | know
about, uh, that has to do with, uh, Hunt.

Uh, we turned sone stuff over to Gray to get
it out of here. That'll never cone out.
He'll never testify to that, there isn't any
way that he could testify to that.
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Well, it just isn't necessary. There's no
way for anybody to know. And that he
under stands that that set of circunstances
never happened and it's never, never
appeared, never cane out.

VWhere are the files?

| don't know where he's got em but he's got
‘em We felt that we want to be in a
position to say we had turned everything
over to the FBI, so | called himup to ny

of fice one day, and we said, Pat, here's a
big fat envel ope.

What is this -- stuff that Hunt did on, uh,
that, uh, case in California?

Well, no, it's other stuff, and, uh, uh,
Dean's never told ne what was in the
envel ope.

| don't, | don't know what Hunt dealt in
nmysel f.

Well, he nust have dealt in a hell of a |l ot
of stuff.

(bot h tal king)
... doi ng sone things,

He did, he did sone things for Chuck,
apparently, that he nade record of.

Was that in this envel ope?
Yeah.

Did Chuck make a record of it?
No, but Hunt did.

How did you get Hunt's stuff?

Vell, we opened his safe. See, Dean took
everything out of his safe, and we turned
everything over to FBI agents who cane for
it, except this
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envel ope full of stuff. And, then | called

Gray to ny office. Dean cane in. | said
"Pat, here's an envelope. W want to be in
a position to say we've turned everything
over to the FBI, so we're giving it to you

| don't care what you do with it, as |long as
it never appears.

Suppose that they ask hi mabout other
activities with, uh, Hunt and so forth, what
does he say about

Presumably, he says | honestly don't know of
any because, uh, maybe he never opened the
envel ope. |If he was smart, he didn't.

| don't want to get into that with him the
envel ope.

| under st and.
(Unintelligible) avoid that.

But | want you know about it. The, uh, at
sonme point in time, if you haven't already,
Bob or | or John Dean or sonebody ought to
give you the run down on how this Ervin
hearing is going to go, the kinds of things
that are liable to come snoking up so you're
not surprised. But, uh, we think that
there's a reasonably good possibility of
comng through it very nuch |like we've cone
through the trial with, uh, a certain anount
of day to day fl ak.

Ch, sure.

And evening television stuff, but no |asting
results.

Vell, | suppose this is all dependent -- |
talked to Bob a little bit about it in case
there would be sone (unintelligible) -- but

| suppose, John, it depends, see if he
(unintelligible) after he came back from
Cal i fornia.

Right. R ght.
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(Unintelligible) But really the problemis
that one of these guys could crack.

Sur e.

One of themcould. The one, the one that
could crack that it would really hurt would
be Hunt.

Uh, yea, Magruder could really hurt in a
di fferent direction.

Well, Magruder, if he cracks, he goes to
prison.

Yes.

Well, I -- unless, unless he takes imunity
-- Is that what he would do?

Possi bly, possibly, uh..
What do you think?

There are several of those guys that, that
uh, we're relying on. Sloan is not a
probl em

He doesn't know anyt hi ng.
But, uh, uh, Magruder is a problemof, uh

Magruder knows a hell of a lot.
(unintelligible) Let's face it.
Didn't,didn't Magruder perjure hinsel f?

Yep.
O did he? | don't know.
Sure did.

But | think he did.
must have.

Sure did.

He said he was not involved -- he didn't
have the know edge and he did. [Is that
right?

Basically, that's right.

From what |'ve heard he
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and

Yeah. But beyond that, | nmean beyond
Magruder? Who the hell else perjured
hinself? Did Mtchell?

| assune so w thout know ng.

Well, who el se have we got?

The thing, uh, the thing has a very good
chance if it's handled right. W can cut
our | osses here, cut our |osses there, uh,
uh, try and and shore up Howard Baker here
and there, uh,...

Ehrlichman tal king at sanme tine)
...backfires and so forth.

| had heard -- | thought your
(unintelligible) 1"mnot going to be taken
by surprise by anyt hing.

kay,

Wen | say that | nmean -- the only rea
problens that | see basically are whether
if, tothe extent that it ties into the

well ...

Wi te House staff, uh, you know, | was just
thinking it's fortunate all that |lip service
and everything el se we've done -- at |east
|'ve never net any of these people.

That's right.

Except for Magruder. | don't ever, | don't
-- | never nmet Hunt. Never talked to -- and

haven't discussed these things, fortunately.

Yep. |'ve net Hunt once, never..

| knew sonething, | nmean, | nean the

Segretti operation nust have been, or uh, or
uh, that, uh, or no or Col son in areas other
than Watergate, but purely political stuff.
Yeah.

Whi ch was perfectly | egal.



February 14,

fromb5:34 -

Ehr i chman:
Presi dent:
Ehrli chman:
Presi dent:

Ehrli chman:
Presi dent:
Ehrli chman:
Presi dent:
Ehrli chman:
Presi dent:
Ehr i chman:

Pr esi dent:
Ehrli chman:

Pr esi dent:
Ehrli chman:

Pr esi dent:
Ehrli chman:

Pr esi dent :
Ehr !l i chman:
Pr esi dent :

1973
6: 00 p. m

Yeah.
Not hing wong with it.
Yeah.

| think they did sonme work on, uh, on, uh,
Teddy Kennedy or sonething. That's in the
paper al ready.

Did some investigating.
Yeah.

The ot her issue..
(Unintelligible)...
...raised at this point.
... yeah.

...1s because the, the handling of Gay in
ot her hands, Eastland and his, and his group
could go in an unpredictable direction.

just don't know. And so that's the, that's
the one |ingering hazard. Now, the other
prime candidate is Henry Petersen.

Um hum

The, uh, Crimnal Deputy and he's in just as
bad shape.

Ch, Christ, yes.

You know. And without the ties that G ay

has.
He woul dn't care what happened to us.

Oh, Ruckel shaus is a, a possibility. Ah,
ah, there's one other fell ow naned Vernon
Acree who's the head of Custons who's a
possibility.

(Unintel ligible)
But, uh, that's about the..
On the Gray thing...
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About the spread.

...for instance | see your point. It's two

Wat er gat e heari ngs.
That's right.

Wuld Gay -- would not be called before the
Ervin Comm ttee.

No, well he could be but, uh, probably
woul dn't be. (pause) So sort of double
indemmity -- what is -- double, double..

Doubl e j eopar dy.

Jeopar dy.

(Unintel ligible)

(sigh), uh...
(Unintelligible) tough--
I, it really is.

We just don't have a good, strong man, a
| oyal i st.

well, ...

Bl and.

Yeah, that's it. W conbed, you know, about
as well as we can. Uh, (pause). Let ne
cone at it fromanother side. W had the

i dea of nom nating Maury Stans for a
confirmabl e pl ace.

| heard about that.

The thought there is to pull out sone of the
poi son, to air it in another proceeding.

Uh, Maury's pretty clean, tells a good
story. Ah, he's righteously indignant. Ah,
so nonmnate him get himup before the
Senate Foreign Relations Conmttee, or sone
other commttee. Let them ask hi m about
canpaign financing. Let himtell his story
and be vindicated in,
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in that process. Pretty good, pretty goo,

ah, collateral action. I'minclined to
think that there's sone of that in Gay --
in the case could be nmade that the very
thing would do the sane thing. You' d have
papers say. "Gee, now that he's told the
whol e story, that was a hell of an

i nvestigation. And, uh, the Adm nistration
really did turn over every rock."

Vell, for exanple, they'll ask -- did you
investigate, did you get it straight from
Hal deman. They didn't.

No, the FB-- the Bureau never did it. At
| east not that | know of.

But did they get one fromyou?
Ch, they got two from ne.

Col son?

Sur e.

Way not Hal deman?

They -- it just never led to him |If they,

if they'd wanted to, he was avail abl e.
And that's what he woul d say.

Yeah.

Yeah.

Sure.

Could I (unintelligible)

No problem..

(Unintelligible).

Yeah.

(Unintelligible) I think I'd send hi mup.
|'"d sinply sinply send himup
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(Unintelligible). You know we constantly
get this story repeated, John, which
(unintelligible), alittle with --the N xon
Adm ni stration's program of investigating
donesti ¢ subversive groups that you know,

t hat goddammed thing started you know what
mean; on this -- in the Watergate story this
nmorni ng, that thing started as you know,
years ago.

Sure.

It reached its peak under Bobby Kennedy.
Oh, the taps and stuff. Yeah. Sure, sure.
And that those becane avail able to Hunt.
Yeah.

| don't know how the hell they becane
avai l abl e to Hunt.

They didn't. They didn't.

Huh?

They didn't.

You sure?

Yes, sir.

Those were available to you as | recall.

But, but there was never any connection
bet ween Dave Young's | eak operation.

Oh, that's Dave Young.

Yeah. See and that's where he tied in and
now we had Hunt working for Dave Young for a
brief period of tine.

Oh, | see.

And what he was doing down there was sinply
a job of analysis. He was taking all those
| eaks and mat chi ng t hem up..
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...t0 see where a comunity anong t hem
was. . .

Yeah.

...to try and determ ne which docunents they
cane from

But we had to check that?

OCh, why of course. But, but he never got
tap materials...

Yeah.
... from anyt hi ng.
Did Dave Young get it?

Onh, Dave Young never got any of this
donestic tap stuff.

Presi dent: Wha, who the hell did?
Ehrli chman: Well, | got sonme of it, Bob got a lot of it.
Bob got nmobst of it, | think. 1'mnot aware

t hat anybody el se ever did.

RESTRI CTED- “ B”

Presi dent: The point is if you' re ever asked in the
Donestic Council about it, | would show sone
out r age.

Ehrl i chman: Why sure.

Pr esi dent: That this, the N xon Adm ni strati on, what
the hell, we cut 'em back.

Ehrli chman:

That's right, way back. W cut the Arny
clear out -- see they had the arny doinqg al
t his.
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(Unintel ligible)
We cut all that out.

The arny out of it and we, uh, had the
nunmber of donestic, uh, taps has been cut
down to the barest necessary to protect the
national security.

W'll, we're finally took “emoff. W took
all of "emoff except the national security
t aps.

But they're done donestically as well as..

They' re done donestically but they' re done,
you know, pursuant to that statute and the
nunber is way, way down.

|"minclined to, to think that we just
better go to (unintelligible) because |
think at the present tine we have the worst
of both worlds. W can't leave it
uncertain. Now how do you handl e

Kl ei ndi enst on this? |I've got to run.

Oh, 1"l just informhim He'll be happy as
a clam

Yeah. 1've got to see himalone. |, uh..
Right. | would not tell KlIeindienst until

after you've talked to G ay.

Okay. Should we neet Gray nore privately
t onor r ow?

Yeah, yeah.
(witing noises)
Al right.

kay.

" mgoing to the Pentagon at one o' cl ock and
| could be back by, let's say four o'clock.
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Four o' cl ock.

Because | don't know how long it'll take.
kay, fine.
If -- you and | wll. see himtogether.

Alright, alright.

We' Il decide that dam thing.

| think just...

Just you give nme a very brief talking paper.
Yeah, alright.

You can just say that the President wants to
have a candid talk with you about this. W
haven't, we haven't made up our mnds. He
wants to talk to you first.

Al right.
That' Il keep him

Alright. Good. Ckay, |'ve got other stuff,
but 1'11...

Tell himall the damm heat he is gonna be
t hr ough.

Yep, we've got to do that.
You could bring it in, in the norning if you

want. | have no, uh, | have nothing to, uh
in fact, you could have cone in this
morning. | (unintelligible). Wit a

m nute, tonmorrow s Thursday, no, |'ve put a

Cabi net neeting on Friday.
Ceorge send (unintelligible)

Thought 1'd I et

Good.

(Unintel ligibl e/ REMOVED)

Good, well, I'lIl get himin tonorrow
afternoon. W won't put it on your
schedule. [|'lIl get a talker in before that.

kay.



