TRANSCRI PT OF A RECORDI NG OF A TELEPHONE
CONVERSATI ON BETWEEN THE PRESI DENT AND
H R HALDEMAN ON APRIL 25, 1973 FROM

7:46 TO 7:53 P. M

PRESI DENT: (Unintel ligible)

OPERATOR: Thank you

PRESI DENT: Ya

HAL DEMAN: Yes, sir.

PRESI DENT: Is there any, uh, way that, uh, even
surreptitiously or discreetly or otherw se |
nmean, that, ah, way you coul d determ ne
whet her uh, this nmatter of whether Dean
m ght have wal ked in there with a recorder
on hinf 1 don't know.

HAL DEVAN: No, | don't think there is any way. | think
ya gotta, so renote as to be al nost beyond
possibility. And uh, and if he did
(unintelligible).

PRES| DENT: Vell we've gotta | nean, its, it
(unintelligible), but the point is that
that's ah, that's a real bonb isn't it?

HAL DEMAN: Ah, vya.

PRESI DENT: Sure is. That, that's what may be his bonb.
In other words he (unintelligible).

HAL DEMAN: No

PRESI DENT: Put that on the desk with Henry Petersen and
says, "l gotta recording of the President of
the United States and here's what he said.”

HAL DEVAN: Vel l, that would be very hard.

PRESI DENT: If he didit, then we'd say, "yes

HAL DEVAN: (Unintelligible) virtually inpossible.
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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

(Unintelligible) Not virtually inpossible.
If he did it we'd say, "Yes, sir, that was a
recording and | was investigating

That's right.

On the other hand (laughs) it'd be god dam
hard on, | nean, he'd run that in the press
that'd be (unintelligible)

Yeah

Vell, no way to, no way to find out is

t here?

No, there isn't any, there isn't any
(unintelligible) no way anybody woul d know

We have no
Except him

record of uh, we don't have any
(unintelligible) as to whether he has done

None
t hat before, have we?

None. W have no evidence at any tine under
any circunstances, and |I've, you know, been
i nvol ved in enough, you know, what is going
onthat I, | just find it inpossible to
think that, that there would
(unintelligible) you know, it could possibly
be the case.

Umh. One thing about those things, you
think that you know when a fellow wal ks into
me, and | didn't | ook at himthat closely,
but you were there, god damm | nean, 1, I'd
think that it's alittle, it's, it's, even
the smal | est ones are bul ky enough that you
nmean, with a fellow |i ke Dean you'd sort of
see that wouldn't ya, where do you carry

them in your hip pocket or your breast pocket?
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HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

Ch, under your arm you know, where they
carry a pistol holster or sonething.

Un hhmm ya. Wl

(Unintelligible) I really don't think
it"s--it's so renote as to be al nost beyond
t he

Ya, ya
...realmof possibility

In this matter nothing is beyond the realm
of possibility. (laughter)

No, that's true but ah
Ya
And, and

But of course we draw the sword on that if
ah, if ah

(clears throat) I think if, if that's the
subj ect he has in mnd, that he, he's just
going to do it on the basis of his own, you
know, his own record afterwards, there's no
check.

Oh well, on that we'll destroy him
And ah

Its his word agai nst

You know fromthe big (unintelligible)
Hi s word agai nst

Sonet hi ng |i ke that

H's word--what? H's word agai nst the
President's the ah, the ah, (unintelligible)
you were there but particularly the
President's on that (unintelligible). The
only other thing is of course his
conversation with regard to the, | nean, the
little slip in your office about the...
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HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

But that.
That was so casual

| don’t think you' re going to have, the
problemwi th that. | nmean, other than,

ot her than perhaps an effort to, to base it
on his conversation and you know, his

menor andum aft erwards of had he done
sonething like that, but he didn't usually
do that.

Didn't he?

Ummh unmh

He didn't wite conversations nenorandunf
Not wusually.

Hm He probably did on this one. But uh,
(unintelligible)

As | said it sounds as if he had notes which
you, you said he thought he did
(unintelligible) you know he m ght have used
that ah

Ya that, but | nean, but he didn't make any
notes in any conversation | ever had with
him he always sat there and then-probably
as a (unintelligible) with a good nenory,
you can go back and wite everything down
you can renenber.

Ya, ya.

But ah, he's always had or nade a nenorandum
of the conversation afterwards and | said
this and that, on the other hand, Ziegler
had a good poi nt about Dean which he nmade a
few days ago, he said John Dean's
credibility is nil because
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HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

Ri ght.

The Dean report has proved to be fal se and
everyt hing el se and

Ri ght.

And you have sonething to say and that' what
we gotta have in mnd here now w t hout you
and John to get too god damed di scour aged
about this because basically John Dean, ah,
his report, uh, that he now clains that he
didn't nmake, his subornation of perjury, his
everything el se

That's right.

He's ah, who the hell is to believe what
he's going to say now, and he's saying it
now for what purpose? He's going to be, of
course, saying, "Well 1, they're making nme
the scape goat and all the rest, and
therefore I"'mgoing to tell all,” and he's
going, and as he says, "I'Il try this,"” his
attorney says, "This adm nistration right up
to the President,” he didn't say the
President, but you know that's what they
sai d.

Yeah, but that's (unintelligible) the
pur pose--when you get down to trying to do
it, they got a very tough tine.

Pur pose of course was to get everybody--
whi ch now the Prosecut or Chuck, Bob, is not
about to give 'em

Real | y?

No, sir, they're not. Oh, Petersen says
that | said, "Now alright, you nmake your

judgnent on your own," | said, "not on ny
behalf. He said "No," he says, "he's
just--much involved as a principal. W just
can't do it." And frankly I think it's just

as wel | . | think if
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HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

He's right.

| think if you--1 think if you're in a
position now, that if you gave himimmunity,
he would sit there the rest of our lives.

That's right.

Hanging it over ya, and the point is that
ah, nowif he's going to have this pissing
contest (unintelligible) all right, bring it
out and fight it out and it'll be a bl oody
god damm thing, you know in a strange kind
of way that's life, isn't it
(unintelligible) probably be understood and

be rough as a cob, an we'll survive and sone
people you' Il even find (unintelligible) in
M ssissippi you'll find a half a dozen

people that will be for the President.
(Laughs) Be a |l ot nore than that.

(unintelligible) No. W do still have sone
support in the country, | hope. But, uh
Yep.

But we shall see, do you agree?

Absol utel y.

(Laughs)

No questi on.

Ya, ya, that's right despite all the polls
and all the rest, | think there's still a
hell of a |lot of people out there, and from
what |'ve seen, they' re--you know, they,
they want to believe, that's the point,
isn't it?
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HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

Way sure. Want to, and do.

Al right. By the way, | thought there was
just a th--thought that naybe you coul d
check th--that thing

No
But there no way you can check it.
There isn't anything to check.

You' ve never heard that, uh, that he's ever
done that before.

Never, never.

Un hmm Al though as | say, if worse cones
to worse, an he has one, well, we've got
one. (Laughs).

Yup

No. But what | nean is—you ve gotta live
wthit, that's it...

Well knowit's there at | east, an uh--

That’s right, that’s right, that's right.
Tomorrow th-, th-, the-, there's alittle
| eft on what the one you had this day,
right?

Yep

Un hmm  But-but you were there during that
di scussi on.

yep

And | suppose that we problably discussed
how t he hell we get the 120, right? 1 don't
remenber it.
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HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

No, no. | don't think so, I think it was,
you know, just sort of a rehash of the other
t hing. ..

That’s right.

And basically going into the inpossibility
of doing it.

And the next day you, | suppose the question
is, well, did you get the 120, | may have
asked himthat, | don’'t know. | don’t think
| did but I... (laughs)

| " mnot even sure there was second.
Yep.



